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7 
be supported before this body in no proper mode, i] 
except by showing that a suit has been recovered 
against the officer. That is my view of the ques- 
tion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr BAYARD. Then I suppose I[ can geta 
division. Pak.” 

The question was put; and, on a division, there | 
was not a quorum voting. 

Mr. STUART. That disposes of the question | 
to-day. I move that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Iask the indulgence of the 

Senate to take up and pass another bill. 

Mr. STUART. Iam willing to withdraw my 
motion, if we can get a quorum. 

Mr. SLIDELL. If there be the least objection 
to my bill, I shall be willing to let it go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Avams.) 
The bill which is now before the Senate must be || 
disposed of before another can be taken up. ] 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move to postpone it until || 
to-morrow. | 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Let it be postponed by || 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not wish to interpose || 
any objection—— i 

Mr. BAYARD. Can the Senate proceed with || 
business without a quorum? 

Mr. WELLER. I believe I have the floor, 
and I trust the Senator will allow me to proceed. || 
I desire to say that I have, of course, no disposi- 
tion to obstruct the business of the Senate. A 
number of my friends around me are anxious to | 
get up other bills; but, at the same time, I do not || 
very much like to be compelled to yield to the 1 
Senator from Delaware, when I am satisfied that | 
his opposition is groundless. ~ | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 
suggest to the Senator from California that it ap- || 
pears there isnot a quorum present. No business || 
can be done until a quorum be in attendance. The || 
bill is still before the Senate, and no other busi- | 
ness can be transacted until it be disposed of. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 move that its further con- 
sideration be postponed until to-morrow. I shall || 
then endeavor to press it, notwithstanding the op- || 
position of the Senator from Delaware. 1} 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. I] 

WILLIAM H. AND ROBERT HENDERSON. | 

The bill to confirm the claim of William H. || 
Henderson and the heirs of Robert Henderson to | 
five hundred acres of land in the Bastrop grant, | 
was read a second time; and, on motion by Mr. 
Siweit, the Senate, as in Committee of the | 
Whole, proceeded to its consideration. l} 

It proposes to confirm to W. H. Henderson | 

| 


} 


and the heirs of Robert Henderson, of the parish 
of Morehouse, Louisiana, their claim to five hun- 
dred acres of land, in the prairie of Jefferson, on 
which the heirs reside, as represented in the re- 
port of the register and receiver of the land office 
at Monroe, in their report of July 30, 1852, and | 
to direct that a patent issue to them after a legal | 
survey, duly returned; but the act is to be con- | 
strued only as a relinquishment of title on the part | 
of the United States, and is not to affect the claims || 
of other persons, if there be any. | 
The petitioners.claimed five hundred acres of ! 
land in the Bastrop grant, in Louisiana, under the 
provisions of the act of the 3d of March, 1851, || 
for the adjustment of land claims in that grant, || 
and presente.! their claim to the board of commis- | 
sioners nes for by that act. It was not rec- || 
ommended for confirmation, because it did not || 
come strictly within the provisions of the act from 
which they derived their powers. It is No. 7 of || 
the first class of claims in their report, and is sub- || 
mitted to the further consideration of Congress, | 
because, while, under the principles of the law, || 
they were forced to report against the case, justice | 
er that they should recommend it to the in- 
dulgence of the Government, the claimants having || 








purchased in good faith, and for a bona fide con- 
sideration, 
The petitioners, and the persons under jwhom | 
remained in quiet and uninter- 
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rupted possession of the land for seventeen years 


|| —only three years less than the time required by 


the act of 1851. The fact that the chain of title 


| to them is not complete, is not material to the Gov- 
|| ernment; for the only question is, ought it to be 


confirmed to the claimants, whoever they may be? 
The petitioners have had possession long enough to 
hold it by preémption against individuals, and the 
bill is so framed as to amount to a relinquishment 
of title only on the partof the Government; so 
that, if any other claimants have a better title to 
it, it will not be prejudiced by the confirmation, 
but, on the contrary, it would inure to their benefit. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


|| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 


SALE OF RESERVED LANDS. 

Mr. MALLORY. I find upon the general 
orders, a bill which is not a private bill, but which 
will not occupy the attention of the Senate for 
more than a minute. Itisa bill to ‘* authorize the 
sale of reserved lands, and forother purposes,’ and 
is of ‘great interest to my State. I am confident 
there will be no dispute about it; I therefore ask 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to consider 


| itnow. 


There was no objection, and the bill was read 


| a second time, and the Senate, as in Committee 
| of the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. 


It had been reported from the Committee on 


Military Affairs with an amendment, which the 


Secretary commenced to read; but he was inter- 
rupted b 

r. WADE. 
bill. 


Mr. MALLORY. I stated that it was not, and 


I believe that is not a private 


| therefore asked that it might be taken up by gen- 


eral consent. It will not take a minute to dispose 
It has been prepared at the Department. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was taken 
up by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is well known that there is 
I shall call for the yeas 
and nays on the bill. 

Mr. CHASE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fripay, June 30, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry Sricer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
UNITED STATES ARMORIES. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I ask thé unanimous con- 


| sent of the House to offer, from the select com- 


mittee on the superintendency of the armories, the 
following resolution: 
Resolved, That the select committee, to whom was re- 


| ferred the consideration of the change in the superintend- 


ing of the national armories, be authorized to visit Spring- 
field, in Massachusetts, and Harper’s Ferry, in Virginia, 
for the purpose of making such further examination into 
the subject-matter of their inquiries as will enable them to 
furnish Congress with the fullest possible information be- 
fore their final action in the premises. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I object. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I ask the cansent of the 


_ House to say a single word upon this subject. 


There was no objection, and 

Mr. DICKINSON proceeded: This is the first 
time I have had occasion to ask a favor of the 
House, and J will occupy but a moment of its 
1 shall be com- 
pelled to leave the city for a few days, and I feel 
compelled to appeal to the House to grant the re- 
quest contained in that resolution. 

The select committee of which | am a member 
have already had the subject under consideration 
for several months. They have been in session 


from two to five days in a week, for the purpose | 


of examining the questions which have been re- 
ferred to them in connection with the superintend- 
ence of the national armories—whether superin- 
tendents should be appointed from the Ordnance 


Corps, or whether they should be appointed from ° 


Prayer | 
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et 
the citizens of the United States coer We 
have had a large mass of testimony before us, 


| written and verbal; and we have had contra- 


| dictory testimony; we have had the reports of the 
commissioners appointed by the President of the 
United States, and who spent some three months 
in making examinations and taking testimony at 

| Springfield and Harper's Ferry last year. But 
we have had such a mass of contradictory evi- 
dence that it has for a long time been my view, 

| and I have proposed it to the committee time and 
time again that we should visit the establishment 

| ourselves, for the purpose of satisfying ourselves 

| from our own observation; but I have not been 

| able until now to obtain the assent of the majority 
of the committee. 

On a recent visit to Massachusetts, | spent two 
half days at the armory at Springfield in panne 
inquiries into the state of things there; and I foune 

| that | was able to obtain more information, such 
as was negessary to base our action upon, in that 
time, than from all the time I had spent here in 
committee; and I believe the committee would 
ascertain more reliable information, as to the real 
state of the case, by a personal examination, than 
they have been able to do in the three months 
which they have already spent here in its investi- 
gation. 

This is a matter of much importance to the 
country. It isa matter of which | care nothing 
about personally; but it ie of so much importance 

/to the country at large, that | think the select 
committee should be authorized to visit the armo- 
ries personally, by which they will be able to ob- 
tain reliable information upon which to base their 
action. I offer the resolution which has been read; 
and if there be no objection, I will move the pre- 

| vious question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I look upon this whole 
| controversy asa Buncombe humbug, and this as 
| a proposition to authorize the members of the select 
| committee to absent themselves from the House. 

I object. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the indulgence of 

the House to make a single statement upon this 


- subject. 


| Mr. CRAIGE. The gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Kerr, } who made an adverse re- 
vort upon this subject, is not now in his seat, and 
i therefore object. 


CORRECTION OF AN ERROR. 


Mr. ORR. I ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce ‘ a joint resolution to correct 
| a clerical error in an act approved June 22, 1854, 

to authorize a register to be issued to the steamer 
El Paraguay by a new name.” 
There was no objection; and the joint resolution 
was read a first and second time by its title. 
It provides that for the word ** Joy,’’in the bill 
of 22d June, shall be substituted the word ‘‘ lvy.’”’ 
The joint resolution was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was read a third time, and passed. 
Mr. BARKSDALE, by unanimous coneent, 
| previous notice having been given, introduced a 
bill; which was read a first and second time by its 
title, as follows, and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads: 
A bill to establish a post route from Citronelle, 
Alabama, to Columbus, Mississippi. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I move, by unenimous 
| consent, this being private bill day, that commit- 
tees be cafled for reports in reference to private 
| business. 
The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
| is the disposition of the ren bills on the Spea- 
er’s table; but the Clerk informs tne Chair that 
there are none there. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginin moves that committees be called for reports 
on private cases. Is there objection? 

Mr. SEWARD. Yes, sir; I object. , 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1! gave notice 
of a bill some time since, which [ wish to intro- 
duce now, that it may be referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr.SEWARD. A tthe request of several gen- 





tlemen, | withdraw the objection which I made to 
the proposition submitted by the gentleman from 
Virginia. 

The SPEAKER. Then, if there be no objec- 
tion, committees will be called for reports on pri- 
vate business, which shall give rise to no debate. 

Mr. COBB. 
understanding that no motion sha}! be made to re- 
consider any reference of a bill reported to-day. 


in the proposition, so that no gentleman may be 
deceived. 


Mr. HUNT. 1 would respectfully ask the in- 


} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Calendar. I ask leave to report the bill, and to 
have the report rgad, and that the bill be passed. 
This gentleman came here from California to 


| ask this relief from Congress, and is now in this | 


| city, without money; and I think we ou 
| this bill, if we find it right, without de 
I shall not object, if there be an || 
| resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on 


'} 


The SPEAKER. That also will be embraced | 


ght to pass | 
ay | 
I move that the House | 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


the Private Calendar. 
The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, | 


_for the reason that the House, by unanimous | 


| consent, have determined to call committees for 


dulgence of the House in a matter of some interest | 


tome. It is a local matter reported on by acom- 
mittee of this body. 


| committees have been called for reports. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 1 


nessee [Mr. Stanton] has the floor, and asks the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
bill of a private character, of which previous no- 
tice has been given. Is there objection? 

There was no objection; and the bill was reada 
first and second time by its utle, as follows, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims: 


reports of a private character. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I must object until the 


The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Indiana | 
states that the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. | 
Dent,]} is confined by sickness at one of the | 


| Springs in Virginia, and that, in consequence of | 
| his absence, the bill will not be reported under the | 


| regular call. 


| 


A bill to revive and extend the provisions of | 


an act passed the 24th May, 1824, entitled ‘‘An 


| will withdraw his objection. 


act for the relief of the representatives of John | 


Donelson, Stephen Heard, and others.’’ 
A. B. ROMAN. 


Mr. HUNT. Iam aboutto leave Washington 
for a few days on an affair of family interest, and 


I shall be obliged to my friends if they will allow , 


me to have a bill concerning Governor Roman’s 


plantation taken up, so that his title may be con- | 


firmed. The bill has been reported by the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, and a report has 
been prepared by Mr. Nicnors, of Ohio, which 
is clear, full, and conclusive. There is no diffi- 
culty about the case. I hope the House will hear | 
the report, and dispose of the matter. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know what the | 
character of the bill is? 

Mr. HAVEN. It is to confirm the title to 
lands in Louisiana. 

Mr. HUNT. It will be explained by the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louis- 
jana asks the unanimous consent of the House to 
discharge the committee from its further consid- 
eration of the bill indicated. 

Mr. HU 
pose of it. 

The SPEAKER. It is in Committee of the | 
Whole House, and the proposition is to discharge 
the committee from its further consideration, so | 
that it may be brought before the House and acted 
upon. | 

There being no objection, the Committee of the | 
Whole House was discharged from the further 
consideration of the following bill: | 
_ A bill for the relief of A. B. Roman, of Louis- | 
jana. 

The report of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, accompanying the bill, was read. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 


eee a third time, and passed. 
Mr. NICHOLS. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the bill | 
was passed, and that the motion to reconsider do 
lie upen the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


GEORGE W. TORRANCE. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. Under the order which | 
pose that it will be || 


has been made, I do not su 

proper to move to put any tt upon its passage, 
and I would not wish to ask to report any bill, | 
and ask to put it upon its passage under that 
order. Therefore, before we commence the exe- 
cution of that order, I wish to ask a favor of 
the House. My colleague upon the Committee 
on. Invalid Pensions (Mr. Dest ee charge of 
a bill for the relief of George W. Torrance. | do 
not know much about the case; but from the ex- 


NT. To take up the matter and dis- | 





amination of the report, and from conversation 
with the gentleman who had special charge of the 
bill, | am induced to believe that it is one of the 
most meritorious cases which are before this 
House. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Dent} should have reported the bill, but he is 
detained, through illness, at one of the springs in 
Virginia, and the bill is likely to lose its place upon 


| 


1 


} 


| to allow me to report a bill from the Committee || 
| on the Judiciary. 


| 
| 


| 





| tleman from Virginia, that if the gentleman from 
| Georgia could have been here last Friday he would 
| have reported this bill then, and that it would in 
| all probability have been passed then. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Do I understand the gen- || 
tleman to say that he desires to make the report || 
| simply for reference? 


itmay be the pleasure of the House, 
from that fact, to indulge the gentleman in having 
the report made. 

Mr. LATHAM. [I think, if the gentleman | 


from Virginia will allow the report to be read, he 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I beg to inform the gen- 





Mr. HENDRICKS. No, sir; I want to put 
the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Then I object. 

Mr. LATHAM. I hope the gentleman will at 
least allow the report to be read. 

Mr. WALSH. 1 object. 

JUDICIARY OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. MAY. I ask the indulgence of the House | 


It is a bill of a good deal of 


importance, and I ask that it may be read a first || 


and second time, recommitted to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. It 
is a bill for reorganizing the judicial system of 
the District of Columbia, and for reforming its 
laws. I hope there will be no objection, 

Mr. COBB. 
is satisfactory to myself, and which I will state, if 
the gentleman wishes it. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


The Speaker then proceeded to execute the or- 
der of the House, by calling committees for such 
reports of a private character as should give rise 
to no debate. 

Mr. LETCHER. The petition of Mary Dean, 


for a pension, has been referred to the Committee || P 


of Claims. As we have nothing whatever to do 
with that case, I ask that we may be discharged 
from the further consideration of it, and that it 
may be referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. Before that is done, I 


|| desire to ask the gentleman from Virginia one or 


two questions. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, I am not legally 
sworn, and I shall not answer them. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Then I hope this case will 
not go to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | 
understand that this case has once been examined 
by the Committee of Claims, and [ think it be- 
longs to them. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman is mistaken. 
The Committee of Claims have not examined it. 

The SPEAKER. The Ohair thinks that ob- 
jection having been made, the report cannot be 
received under the order of the House. 


On motion by Mr. READY, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the turther consideration of the petition of Thomas 
C. Cardwell, for relief from an excess of duties levied upon 
cértain British goods imported into the city of Philadelphia, 
in the year 1824, and that said petition be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. MORGAN, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of Adam Carlan, 
for the purpose of presenting them at the Pension Bureau. 

Mr. FULLER. 1 am iastructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to report back Senate bill Ne. 


|| 245, entitled “An act to amend the 


I must object, for a reason which |, 


’ June 


30, 
, € provisions of 
the fifty-sixth section of the act entitled ‘An ACI to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,’ approved 2d of March, 1799,” with 
recommendation that it do pass, and to ask jts 
passage at this time. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Under the order of the 


| House, objection being made, the report canno, 


be received. 

Mr. AIKEN. I am instructed by the Com. 
| mittee on Commerce to report a bill ‘to change 
the name of the American-built brig Hallowel, to 
that of Jane Rose, and to grant her a new regis. 
| ter,”’ with a recommendation that it do pass, and 
| to ask its passage now. 
| Mr. FAULKNER. 
| Mr. AIKEN. — I hope the gentleman will with. 
| draw his objection. he passage of the bill wi] 
not occupy more than five minutes. 


I object. 


| Mr. FAULKNER. I would do so with greg: 


| pleasure, but I have already objected to the pas. 
sage of a bill reported by the gentleman 
Maine. I cannot, with propriety, withdraw my 
objection. By order of the House the morning 
hour has been set aside for a special object, and 
that is the call of committees for reports in refer. 
| ence to private business, to which there shall be 
| no objection, and I am not disposed to infringe oy 
| that order. 

Mr. AIKEN. Bills similar to the one I report 
have been heretofore almost uniformly considered 
and passed by unanimous consent. It is only to 
; change a name and grant a new register to an Amer. 
| ican-built brig, and I hope the gentleman will with. 
| draw his objection. 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
objection. 
he SPEAKER. Then the report cannot be 
| received. 
Mr. HIESTER, from the Committee on Public 


I cannot withdraw the 


Lands, moved that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions and 
| papers in the following cases, and that they do lie 
| upon the table; which motion was agreed to. 
The claim of John Ketchum, a soldier of the 
| United States in 1806 and 1807, for bounty land; 

Petition of Elizabeth Evans, and Henry Lake, 
| of Ohio, praying that Congress grant each of them 
_a half section of land for revolutionary service of 
| their father; 

Petition of James Thompson, of Dayton, Ohio, 
and others, heirs of James Thompson, deceasel, 
| for bounty land; and 

Petition of Margaret Bowne, of New York. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill ** for the relief of Mary H. Cushing;”’ which 
| was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
| ferred toa Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
rinted. 

Mr. UPHAM; from the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, reported back with the ree- 
| ommendation that it do pass, Senate resolution 
No. 14, entitled ‘* A resolution authorizing settle 
ments under certain mail contracts;”’ which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary, reported back Senate bill 
| No. 145, ‘* for the relief of John Y. Camp,” with 
amendments. The bill was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PARKER, from the same committee, re 
ported a bill ‘* vesting the title of the United States 
' to certain lands in the city of Cincinnati;” which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
| ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MAY, from the same committee, reported 
a bill “* to authorize the President of the United 
States to purchase a site for a prison, and to pro- 
vide for the cost of the building of the same in the 
city of New York;’’ which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MAY. [| am instructed by the Committee 
on the Judiciary to report the following bill: 

A bill to reorganize the judiciary system of ! 
District of Columbia, and’ to reform its judicial 
laws. : 

I move that it be recommitted to the Committee” 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. COBB. When I objected to the introduc- 


tion of that bill, I supposed it was a general bill. | 








My friend from Maryland only-+desires that the 
of the District of Columbia comes up, it shall be 
considered, I have no objection to that course. 
The bill was then read a first and second time 
by its title, recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. EDDY; it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be discharge from the further consideration of the petition 
and papers of Isaac S. Bowman, executor of Isaac Bow- 
man, deceased, and that the same be laid upon the table, | 


Mr. PECKHAM;; from the Committee on Pub- | 
lic Expenditures, reported back, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, Senate bill (No. 185) 
‘‘for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Samuel Prioleau;”’ which was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be. 
printed. ; 

Mr. P., from the same committee, reported 
back, with a similar recommendation, Senate bill 
(No. 337) ‘for the relief of Eliza M. Evans;” 
and said: I should like te have that bill put upon | 
its passage. It is of such a character that it | 
should pass; and it will not take five minutes to | 
dispose of it. 

Objection was made, so the report was not 
received. 


Mr. P., from the same committee, made an || 


adverse report in the case of the petition of the 
heirs of Lieutenant Silas Goodall; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


Civil, township of Marion, in the county of Mer- 
cer, Ohio;’? which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HILLYER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill ‘‘ for the relief of the legal heirs of 
Benjamin Metozer, deceased;”’ which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back the following bills | 
of the Senate, with a recommendation that they do 
pass; which were thereupon referred to a Com- | 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be | 
printed: | 

S. B. No. 248. An act for the relief of William 
Harris, of Georgia; 

S. B. No. 240. An act for the relief of James 
Edwards and others; and 

S. B. No. 203. An act for the relief of Thomas | 
Snodgrass. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported | 
back the following bill of the Senate, with a | 
recommendation that it do not pass: 

An act (S. No. 188) for the relief of Captain | 
Langdon C. Easton, assistant quartermaster of the | 
United States Army. 

The bill and report were ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

_Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported a | 
bill for the relief of William H. Weirick; which | 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- | 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and | 
ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. FAULKNER, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- | 


charged from the further consideration of the petition of | 
Russell Rice, and that the same be laid on the table and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report on the memorial of N. J. Evans, | 
lieutenant second dragoons, United States Army; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported | 
the following bills and joint resolution; which were 
read a first and second time by their titles, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered | 
to be printed: i 
; A bill granting bounty land to Cornelius Coffey; 
ey; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Grier 

eceased; 

A bill for the relief of John H. King; 

Joint resolution giving one hundr 
aeen of land to Francis M. Gwyn, of Indiana; 


a 





THE CONGR 





bill shall be printed, and that when the business | 


| war. 


and sixty | 


ee i 


A bill for the relief of Elenor Hoople. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the following petitions and 
resolutions; which reports were laid Gen the table, 
| and ordered to be printed: 

The petition of Samuel M. Latimer; 
| ‘The petition of Charles J. Burgess, asking for 
| bounty land for the services of his. son in the Mex- 
ican war; 

The petition of John H. King, of Harper’s 
| Ferry, for improvement in machinery used at the 
| armory; 

The petition of Henry K. Brown; 

The resolution to change the site of the military 
| asylum near Washington city to the estate of 
| Mount Vernon, &c.; 

The petition of Edward B. Shelton, asking for 
| bounty land for services rendered in the Mexican 
| war; 

| The petition of Charles F. Fisher, proposing to 
| sell to Congress his painting of the battleof New 





| Orleans; amd 


The petition of Captain H. B Fields. 
On motion by Mr. FAULKNER, it was 


| Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
| charged from the further consideration of the resolution of 
| Mr. Firorence, in reference to the loss of the San Fran 


| 
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dered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 


|| discharged from the further consideration of the petitions 


j 
j 
| 


| ciseo, and the relief afforded the sufferers ; and also from | 
the resolution of Mr. WaLBRIDGE upon the same subject, | 


and that the same be laid upon the table. 


Mr. HOWE. I have been instructed by the 
| Committee on Military Affairs to ask the unani- 


upon which an adverse report has been made, be 
recommitted to that committee for further consid- 
| eration and examination. 

| No objection being made, the bill was accord- 
ingly recommitted. 


Affairs, reported a bill ‘* providing for a grant of 
land to the Vermont volunteers, for their services 
in the battle of Plattsburg;’”’ which was read a 
first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 


|| be printed. 
|| Mr. McDOUGALL, from the Committee on 


Military Affairs, reported a bill “for the relief of 
| Charles W. Carroll;’’ which was read a first and 
| second time by its title, referred to a Committee 
| of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


oes back Senate bill (No. 299) ** forthe relief of 


order and reference. 


On motion by Mr. BOCOCK, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
W. P. Buckner and Pierce Casby, for their share of the 
| prize money accruing from the sale of the schooner Oregon, 
she having been condemned and sold ; and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ROWE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made adverse reports in the 
following cases; which were laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed: 

The petition of Robert Babcock, for a pension; 

The petition of Bethniah Black, of Massachu- 
setts, for pension allowance; 





The petition of Betsey A. Faulkner, for pen- | 


sion, or such relief as she may be entitled to as 
daughter and only surviving child of Ebenezer 
Floyd, a soldier and officer in the revolutionary 


Mr. R., from the same committee, also reported 


a bill ** for the relief of John Cole;’’ which was | 


read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. ROWE said: I have been requested to ask 
the consent of the House to have this bill put upon 
its passage. I will state the effect of the bill. It 
is for the increase of the pension of an old soldier. 
He has heretofore received five dollars a month, 
and this bill provides for increasing it to eight 
dollars per month. It is a very meritorious case, 
and I hope there will be no objection. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [ object until the coramit- 
tees have all been called for reports. 


Mr. BANKS, from the Committee on Military 


| mous consent of the House that Senate bill (No. | 

|| 160) “‘ for the relief of Alexander G. Morgan,”’ 
Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Private || 

Land Claims, reported a bill ‘‘ for the relief of | 


Mr. McD. also, from the same committee, re- | 


ean Baptiste Beaubien;’’ which received the same | 





——————_————————————— 


| 


| and papers in the following cases, and that the same be laid 


upon the table: 

The petition of Elizabeth Wilson, widow of John Linds- 
ley, a soldier of the war of 1812, for a pension; 

The petition of Sherman McLean, praying for relief on 


| account of an alleged erroneous construction of the pension 


laws; 

The petition of Samuel McLeliand, for a pension ; 

The petition of Samuel Moore, vf Rising Sun, Indiana, 
for a pension ; 

The petition of John Bedding, of Daneville, New York, 
for bounty lands on account of the services of bis son, God- 
frey H. Bedding, deceased, who was a soldier in the late 
war with Great Britain; 

The petition of Martin Lownsend, for a pension; 

The petition of A. Chamberlain and others, of Fulton 
county, Indiana, s\-‘diers of the late war with Great Brit- 
ain, for pensions ; and 

The petition of Lewis Washburn, for a pension. 


Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill ** for the relief of George Lynch;” which 
was read a first and second ume by its title, re- 


| ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 





Mr. ROWE. Perhaps if the gentleman will | 
hear my statement he will be willing to withdraw | 


his objection. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I do not withdraw it. 


the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
On motion by Mr. HENDRICKS, it was 


+ The bill was then referred to a Committee of | 





|| with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill ** to provide a pension for Sergeant George 
W. Torrance; which was read a first and second 
time by its title. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Ifthe House will indulge 
me one minute, | wish merely to say in this case 
that the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Dent] was 
so sick that he could not be here last week, and 
this bill lost its proper placein the business of the 
House. This man is here. His case ig a meri- 


| torious one, and ought to be immediately acted 


on. Hecame here from California to get this re- 
lief. He was wounded in the war with Mexico, 
and I think that this pension ought to be given to 
him without further delay. 1 ask that the bill be 
put on its passage. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
bill will be pat on its passage. 

There was no objection. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


| read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
| read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. VAIL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported adversely on the following 
petitions; which were laid upon the table: 

Petition of James Pullen, praying for compen- 
sation for injuries received while blasting rocka 
on the Washington aqueduct; 

Petition of Gardener Herring, for invalid pen- 
sion; and 

Petition of Bela Young, a soldier of the war of 
1812, praying for an invalid pension. 

r. V. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported adversely on House bill (No. 169) ** con- 


|| cerning invalid pensions, and regulating the time 


of their commencement;”’ which was laid upon 


the table, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. V. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill ** for the relief of Evelina Porter, widow 
of the late Commodore David Porter, United 
States Navy;’’ which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
W hole House, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SAGE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported adversely on the following 
memorials and petitions,; which were laid upon 
the table: 

Petition of William Trumbull, for back pay or 
pension; 

Application on behalf of Silas Chatfield, for in- 
crease of pension; 

Memorial of Pressly’ McKellup, of Indiana 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for a pension; 

Petition of Joseph H. Bailey, heir of Henry 
Bailey, praying for a pension; 

Application of John yn for a pension; 

Memorial for relief of Richard Oothoudt; 

Memorial of George Babcock, for invalid pen- 
sion; 

Petition of Charles Stewart, for an invalid pen- 
sion; 

Petition of William Pace, for a pension; 

Petition of Sophia Davis, for a pension; and 

Petition of Daniel Leshingbill, for a pension. 

Mr. S., from the same committee, reported the 
following bills; which were severally read a first 
and second time by their titles, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed: 





ccs 


A bill for the relief of Joseph Webb; 
A bill for the relief of John Steen; 

A bill for the relief of George Elliott, 

A bill for the relief of Mary Rutherford; and 
A bill for the relief of Warren Raymond. 
On motion by Mr.ORR, it was 


Ordeved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the petition and 
papers of J. Rutherford Wooster, and that the same be laid 
upon the table. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I move that the House 
resolve itse!lfinto a Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar. 

Mr, HOUSTON. 1 desire to suggest, that if 
the House decline to go into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, we can 
resolve ourselves into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and dispose of the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Green- 
woop’s motion; and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, (Mr. Waxtey in the chair.) 


R. W. MEADE. 
The CHAIRMAN. When the committee was 
last in session on the Private Calendar, bill No. 


58, entitled ‘“* A bill for setiling the claims of the 
legal representatives of Richard W. Meade, de- 


ceased,’’ was informally passed over. The Chair || 


supposes that it is to be now the first matter for 
consideration. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. aeumene) is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. THURSTON. I hope my friend from 
Pennsylvania will give way, as he did the other 
o , and let this bill go over till the next private 
vill day. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If my friend from Rhode 
Island has a case that he wants to bring forward 
I will withhold my own bill for another day. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. f prefer to take 
the Calendar as it comes, and dispose of the cases 
as we go. 


4 
Mr. HILLYER. The business first in order || 


last Friday, when we were in committee on the 
Private Calendar, was a different bill from this. | 
hope the committee will- take up the Calendar 
where they left off last Friday. 


this were objection day; but as it is not, we are 
brought back to the commencement of the Calen- 
dar. ‘The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jonrs] 
objects to passing over informally the first bill, 
therefore it must be considered now. Debate is 
closed on this bill by order of the House, but it is 
open for amendment under the five-minute rule. 
The gentleman who reported the bill is, under the 


rules of the House, entitled to speak for an hour | 


in support of it. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I suppose that 
if the gentieman is not ready to go on with this 
bill now, his object can be or 
lay it aside. 

Mr. HIESTER. I hope the House will allow 
the bill of my colleague to go over. The gentle- 
man complains that he is not well, and therefore 
does not liketo take it up at this time. I trust the 
House will extend that courtesy to him. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise the ques- 
tign of order that the committee have no right to 
pass itover. There is a special rule which ap- 
plies to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, authorizing the committee to pass 


over one bill and take up the next bill, and to pass | 


that over and take up the next, and so on until 
they reach one which they are ready to pass upon. 


But there is no such rule that applies to 2 Com- | 


mittee of the Whole House. | .am willing that 
the bill should be reported to the House, with a 
recommendation that it do not pasa. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the opinion of the 


Union, and consequently there is no rule which 


capsent. 

Mr. HIESTER. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee object when my colleague tells him he | 
is in ill health? 

Mr. JONES. I want to dispose of the bill. 


Mr.CHANDLER. [ believe the report in this | 


by moving to | 
| tail the committee in the gratification which 1 || 
| know they will derive, and the instruction that 
| will be afforded by the reading of the whole report. 
| (Laughter. ] 


a 
| thie committee, and, therefore, there is no rule to 
'| prevent us from laying aside any bill. 


| motion. 
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‘| [had the honor to drawit up myself—of seventy- 


one and a half pages; and for the edification of the 
House, and of the gentlemen who are earnest in 
this case, | desire to have it read before I enter 
upon the remarks I wish to make. [Laughter.] 
I have prepared come remarks, and in order that 
the House may be enlightened upon the subject, 
they should first hear read the report. It is a re- 


port prepared from a basket full of dusky memo- | 


rials brought from Spain, derived from different 
langueges, and it cannot fail to edify the House. 
I therefore call for the reading of the report. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I want all thedoc- 
uments read. 

The Clerk commenced the reading of the report. 

Mr. HOWE, (interrupting.) I hardly think 
that my colleague is serious in desiring to have 
this report read; and | move that the further read- 
ing be dispensed with. 

Mr. CHANDLER. You cannot dispense with 
it, and I want it read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
dispense with it. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the report. 
- Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, (interrupting.) I 


would inquire of the Chair if it isin order to move || 


to dispense with the reading of the report? 
I make that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that the 
report must be read, unless it is dispensed with by 
unanimous consent. If any gentleman insists upon 


If itis, 


| having it read, it must be read. 


Mr. SEWARD. I move that the bill be laid 


| aside, and reported to the House. 


Mr. CHANDLER. You cannot make that 
I have the floor, and I desire the reading 
of the report as a part of mv speech. 

The Clerk again resumed the reatling of the 
report. 

Mr. MILLSON: My impression is, that the 
report has already been read. 

Mr. CHANDLER. It has never been read. 

Mr. MILLSON. My recollection is, that it 


was read some months ago. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands | 
| that it has not been read at length at all. 
extracts, however, were read upon the occasion || 


Some 


to which the gentleman refers. ‘The Chair decides 


| that the gentleman from Pennsylvania has a right 
The CHAIRMAN. That would be true, if | 


to have the report read as a part of his speech, 


| but not otherwise, except by the unanimous con- 


sent of the committee. 
Mr. BRIDGES. 1 would suggest to my hon- 


orable colleague from Pennsylvania, that he have |' 


the letter of John Quincy Adams to Mr. Salmon 
read. It occupies only thirteen pages, and I 
would suggest that it may not be necessary to 
read the whole report. That comprises a pretty 
full statement of the case, and I think, if read 
alone, it will of itself settle the question that this 


| is a most unjust claim, and never ought to be 


passed. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I should be sorry to cur- 


I ask the Chair whether he consid- 
ers the decision which he has made, that it is not 


in order to move to lay aside this bill, as defini- 


tive? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


House, and it is not in order to take up any other 
bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. And does the Chair de- 
cide that I have not the right to have the report 
read ? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 


the gentleman has the right to have the report || 
read as hon of hie speech, and in no other way. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 


from the decision of the Chair ruling that it is not 
in,order to move to lay aside the bill and take up 


n, 8 | another. 
permits it to be passed over, except by unanimous | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already 
stated that the 135th rule only applies to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON. It then does not apply to 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The rule requires 


case has never been read, and I desire to have it || that the bills shall be taken up in their regular 
read now. [tie an interesting document—although || order. 


! 


The majority can 


The debate has been || 
| closed upon the pending bill, by order of the 


I ask that |) 
| the 135th rule may be read, and then I shall appeal 
Chair that the 135th rule applies exclusively to | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


June 30, 
| The 135th rule was then read, as follows; 
‘ In the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
_ the bills shall be taken up and disposed of in their order op 
| the Calendar ; but when objection is made to the consider 
ation of a bill,a majority of the committee shall deci. 
without debate, whether it shall be taken up and disposeg 
| of, or laid on the table, provided that general appropria. 
tion bills, and in time of war, bills for raising men ot mone. 
and bills concerning a treaty of peace, shall be preferred j; 
| all other bills, at the discretion of the committee, and whey 
|, demanded by any member, the question shall first be put 
in regard to them.’’ 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The ry 
which has just been read is the one referring io 
proceedings in the Committee of the Whole op 

| the state of the Union. I now ask for the readin 

| of the rule which applies to the proceedings jp 

| a Committee of the Whole House, and which 

| directs that business shall be taken up in regular 

| order as it stands on the Calendar, and that ; 

cannot be set aside by a majority vote. 

| The CHAIRMAN. What rule does the gen. 

| tleman refer to? 

Mr. STANTON. 

|| such a rule. 

Mr. COBB. There is no such rule. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The resolution closing 

| debate is in these words: 

|| Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 

|| House on the state of the Union, on the bill for settling the 

|| claims of the legal representatives of Richard W. Meade, 

| deceased, shall cease at ——— o’clock, on ———— (if the 
committee shall not sooner come to a conclusion upon the 

| same ;) ‘and the committee shall then proceed to vote on 

| such amendments as may be pending, or offered to the 
same, and shall then report it to the House, with such 


| amendments as may have been agreed to by the committee, 
| 


I 





I do not know that there js 


ii 
i} 
} 


The Chair knows of no way in which the com. 
mittee can proceed, other than that prescribed by 
| the resolution of the House, under which the 
| committee is acting. 
| Mr.STANTON. That order of the House 
| relates to general debate. General debate has 
|| ceased. edo not propose to have any more 
|| debate. We desire to postpone one bill and to 
| take up another. 

The CHAIRMAN. What authority is there 
for the committee to postpone this bill ? 

Mr. STANTON. There is no rule forbidding 

it. The resolution does not forbid it. 

| Mr. WALSH. Inasmuch as this is the only 

| possible opportunity by which thecontents of this 

| invaluable document can become known to a dozen 

_ persons, I hope the reading will go on without 

further interruption. [(Laughter.) 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit a point of order. 

| My colleague, under the rules, has the privilege 
_ of addressing the committee one hour. _ Instead 

of making a speech, he asks the reading of the 
| committee’s report, and | think he has the right 
| to do so. 

} The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already 
| sustained that point of order. 

] Mr. STANTON. I take an appeal from the 
| decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ken- 

_tucky moves to lay this bill aside. The Chair 

| decides that the motion is not in order under the 

rules. From that decision the gentleman from 
| Kentucky takes an appeal. The question now's, 

** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 

judgment of the committee ?”’ 0 

The question was taken, and the decision of the 
| Chair was sustained. 
} Mr. JONES, of Tenneasee. The gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania says that he is indisposed, and 
| unable to proceed with hisargument to-day. That 
| being so, I withdraw my objection to the bill being 
| paseed over. 
| Mr. WALSH... I renew the objection. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 1 move that 
| the committee do now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania yield to the motion that the commit- 
| tee do now rise? 
| Mr. CHANDLER. With pleasure. 
| Mr, STEPHENS, of oar I wish to 
| make an inquiry before | vote. Do I understand 

i the gentleman from Pennsylvania to say that he 
| isa Siepenad. had unable to proceed with his argu- 

| ment to-day? 

| Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir. 

|| Mr. STEPHENS. I hope, then, by unani- 

mous consent, the bill may be passed over for the 
present. If the gentleman is unable to proceed 
with his argument-— 
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Mr. McMULLIN. The question isnot debat- || Mr. ORR. 1 move that the House insist upon Mr. OLD3. | move that the House resolve 
ble. |, its disagreement to the Senate amendment, and uself into a Committee of the Whole House. 
: The CHAIRMAN. SotheChairhas decided. | that a message be sent to the Senate, notifying The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. STEPHENS. | demand tellers on the | them that the House concur in their requeat for Mr. WHEELER. | move that the House do 
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motion to rise. the appointinent of 2 committee of conference. now adjourn, 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Camppett Mr. HENN. | rise to a point of order. That | The question was put on Mr. Wueerrer’s 
and McMu.uiw were appointed. resolution is not the first one in order. ‘There are motion; and there were—ayes thirty-eight-—— 
The question was then taken; and the tellers several bills before it. ' Mr. WHEELER. [| demand tellers. 
reported—ayes SL, noes 21. Mr. ORR. It is the first business in order, Mr.McMULLIN. I hope that the gentleman 
So the motion was agreed to. | because it comes in that class specified in the rule | will withdraw the call for tellers, and let us go inte 
The committee accordingly rose; andthe Speaker | as ‘ messagés and other Executive communica- the Committee of the Whole on the atate of the 
pro tempore (Mr. Bococx) having taken the chair, | tions.’’ Union on the civil and diplomatic bill. 


the Chairman reported thata Committee of the | The SPEAKER. The rule is, that when the Mr.WHEELER. As we have refused tocon- 
Whole House on the Private Calendar had had | House proceeds to business upon the Speaker's sider private business, | shall not withdraw my 
under consideration House bill No. 58, ‘* for set- | table, it shall first proceed to the consideration of call for tellers for the purpose indicated by the 
tling the claims of the legal representatives of | messages and other Executive communications, | gentleman. 


Richard W. Meade,”’ and had Gdme to no reso-| and then to *‘ messages from the Senate, and Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wager 
lution thereon. amendments proposed by the Senate to bills of the ae ae ennatnies- i a 
” 1@ question was taken; and the tellers re- 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. Fouse. . 
A message was here received from the Senate, Mr. ORR. I demand the previous question on ported—ayes 58, noes 66. 


; ; 7 So the House refused to adjourn. 
. tary, in- | My motion. we J 
alae ae pices expec bl oo Mr. HENN. Lask for tellers upon the second. Mr, McMULLIN. | move that the House re- 


ar , : Tellers were not ordered. solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
cer retards $s ply ege i me The previous question was then seconded. the orate of the Hasen on the civil and diplomatic 
of the House fixing the day of final adjournment, Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the House do | °P i: WHEELER 9 a ata C 
and asked Tcetes of conference on — part norGries of N me Not oe Se mand the yeas anc 
et alike committee on the part ries of ** No!’’** No!” \; Gay' . 
of aon as ts e Mr. FLORENCE. | have no idea of a com- | 7 roaeee Teel fore a ordered. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be. mittee of six men fixing What Congress shall do. alent heme aciteaie sd M Saleen 
nded, and that the House resolve itself into [Cries of ** Order!”’ **Order!’’} Reeemeneteeniutinn td : ted oe 
the Committuof the Whole on the state of the The SPEAKER. The motion of the genueman — ere appointed. 


Union | from Pennsylvania was not heard until the House Bike we eam and the tellers re 
Mr. GREENWOOD. | ask for tellers upon | WS dividing upon the pending question; and there- | So the motion was agreed tb. - 


that motion Seve ip io. net in pader. The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 

: p ssrs. Kerr, and. he main question was then ordered to be put. as ws . — 

rane Esowdine, wine upboiane’ ERR, || Mr. FLORENCE. | move that the House do |’ House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
: : 2 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported now adjourn. A Suan on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ona da ths 
—ayes 47, noes not counted. Mr. WHEELER. I move that when the House wae : 

So the House refused to go into the Committee | ®djourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. Ne 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. The motion was not agreed to. The CHAIRMAN. When the committee was 


Mr. ORR. With a view of getting at the mes- Mr. KEITT. 1 think a better motion would last tic  heieanen the civil = ree aioe 
sage from the Senate just received, | move that || be, that when the House adjourns to-morrow, it | Priation oll, the aonhen ann oo aa or 
the House do now proceed to the consideration of | adjourn to meet on Wednesday next. Tuesday oat a om Are wa Sie Ganatae ohn aren 
the business on the Speaker’s table. '| is the 4th of July, and I make that motion. | o— ‘sence a “ r. aoe ete 7 the 

Mr. McMULLIN. | thought the understand-|, Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit that the eadnaena ahs ae y the gentleman trom 
ing was, that we were to go into the Committee of | motion is not in order. Tote. | Mr aa iha. Sed th enitees 
the Whole on the civil and diplomatic appropria- || The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks | 4 10 Die . ane a ! 1 ae he 
tion bill. || to-morrow will be the time to make that motion. | ‘ “Telle y gre te. orks we D aes a eb ee 

(Cries of ‘* No; that has been voted down.”] || Mr. KEITT. I submit to theChairthat when | ) a ee tn PRinoLe an 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. lask if the motion | the House adjourned over to take up the carpets, | The ecaet were iiahonnt aikaieals : 
to go to the consideration of the business on the | itadjourned upon a motion of the gentleman from | rh se gr eam eran ainate ee 
Speaker’s table is in order? '| Alabama, (Mr. Hovusron,] made beforehand, pre- | © me he: ‘ me meade it 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has | cisely as | now make this motion. sl Me SEWARD, 1 eave to bv entar@inaea 
been just inquiring whether an hour had been spent The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion of | 4 a; ‘lomatie bill setts onan —— ae bill 
in receiving reports from committees. || the gentleman from Alabama, to which the gentle- || th Calen de ut, and to take up the next bi 

Mr. JONES. You have let the time pass by | manrefers, was introduced, by unanimousconsent, The CHAIRMAN The Chair decides th 
when this motion might have been made. on Monday, by a suspension of the rules. The ti 7 it of ord iN. e vair decides the 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair re-| Chair decides that the motion of the gentleman Mt, STEPHENS Peeks: i wees 
members the rule to be, that any time in the course | from South Carolina is not in order. | to now upon whies : ound the Ch i decid 8 the 
of the session of the day, after one hour hasbeen | Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. [ hope the jiotion aan andes s* an nat as OF aa 
devoted to the reception of reports from commit- | motion to adjourn will be withdrawn, and that) py. CHAIRMAN. TheChair d t think 
tees, it shall be in order to make the motion to | gentlemen will allow the committee of conference ‘ : samedi Te 


: ’ ; it necessary to enter into an argument. 
go to the business on the Speaker’s table. The | to be appointed. If the House do not approve Mr.CLINGMAN. | object to any argument 


rule is as follows: the day they agree upon for the final adjournment, Mr. STEPHENS. | wish to know the grounds 
“ After one hows shay dave hapn devoted ip enerse from | their aoe may 2 ce down. ae om a upon which the Chair decides cut of ante the 
committees and resolutions, it shal in order, pending the itt appointed, and let us se at they will | ois os 
discussion thereof, to entertain a motion that the House do | eidmanaien »P o ten a or y divlous of eee x. lay ain the civil and 
; . j > Iq | ¥ ati tic DI ) - 
tbleyand to the orders of the day,” ee "| Mr. FLORENCE. I am very willing @ ac-|| ston billon the Calendar? 
Mr. JONES. Are reports from committees and | COMmodate — = ae rey be cape owe The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides it out 
resolutions under discussion now? The rule says | GRAHINONS WINS OF THO SOULE) HUF, ME) I REIN |i of order because the House has closed debate upon 
“ pending the discussion thereof.”” We have quit | ™Y. motion- st | the civil and diplomatic bill, and directed the com- 
ined : Loud eries of ‘‘ Order!’’} , . 
that business by going into a Committee of the he SPEAKER Th -an iq || mittee to proceed to vote upon it, 
Whole House. We ave now come from the | : 5 pre compere. ee The pending amendment, offered by Mr. Grezn- 
consideration of that business, and the gentleman | "°° debatable; but the — from ea | woop, was then reported, as follows: 
has no right to make the motion. || vania having announced his determination, the Add to the amendment proposed by Mr. Cuanoier 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair de- Chair was indulging him in a little explanation. which is as follows: ‘For continuing the aqueduct for 
cides, in answer to the re ks of th t] [ Laughter. bringing water into the city of Washington, agreeably to 
ane marks oF the gentleman | “Mr. FLORENCE. 1 withdraw my motion. the plan adopted by the President of the United States, ac 
rom Tennessee, that as soon as the committee : . 9 eae to the provisions of the act of Congress, approved 
—— £ P 5 » SPP 
renee ain into the House, the first business in | 4 question then recurred upon Mr. ORR’s |) March 3, 1853, @500,000-? 
order is the further reception of reports from com- | ' || —th rds: 
. : | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | demand the yeas | © WOr*: 
mittees; and, although no commitiees have Leen | aud-nil 7 4 Provided, That po portion of the foregoing amount 
called for reports, that business is in order, and 


8. 4 
. 3 || shall be applied unless tae corporations of Georgetown and 
is the business now under consideration. There-| _M?- HEN N. [demand tellers upon the yeas | Washington shall appropriate and pay a sum equat to one 





for : : | and nays. fifth of the amount, to aid in the construction of the water- 
Speaker's au to, business upon the | Tellers were not ordered; and the yeas and | works proposed. a 

The question was then taken upon the motion | are were not ordered. _ | . Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I beg 

of Mr..Orr; and it was agreed to. } he question was then taken; and the motion’ the attention of the committee to the few remarks 

| was agreed to. I propose to submit, because | think it entirely in 

ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. | Mr. ORR moved that the vote by which the! my power to satisfy the committee that the propo- 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The first busi- | House agreed to appoint a committee of confer- sition of the gentleman from Arkansas ia not as 
hess in order is the resolution of the House fixin | ence be reconsidered, and also moved to lay the good as the one which is contemplated in the ori- 
the time for the ad ournment of Congress, ferubihed | motion to reconsider on the table; which latter | ginal amendment. I beg the committee to bear 
from the Senate this morning. motion was agreed to, it in mind that the proposition which is now 











15 


before us is a proposition on the part of this Gov- 
ernment to obtain water for the protection of the 
public buildings, and contemplates nothing but 
the construction of an aqueduct and the location of 


pipes, on the part of the Government, to furnjsh 


it to the public buildings. It does not at all em- 
brace the idea of distributing the water. It does 
not impose upon the<Government the obligation 
of supplying any ether than the public buildings, 
and the consequence is, that it leaves this thing 
under the regulation of, and to be controlled by, 
the city authorities. 

The city of Boston, as it appears from the re- 
port upon that subject, expended $1,800,000 for 
the distribution of the Cochituate water through 
the city. Now, in the city of Washington, it 
will require twice as large a sum to distribute 
water to fifty thousand people as it did to distrib- 


ute it to fifty thousand people in the city of Bos- || 


ton, owing to the character of our streets, our 


ee squares, and other things of a like nature. | 


n this regard the cities of Washington and 


Georgetown assume upon themselves to distribute | 
It will cost them to do so, from time | 


the water. 
to time, upwards of $2,000,000. 


It is proposed, by the amendment to the amend- | 


ment, that these cities shall contribute a a 
to this job. If that be the obligation, the Gov- 


ernment is under obligation to pay all except one || 


} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| appropriation bill, but finding itself without a 
| quorum, had caused the roll to be called, and di- 
| rected him to report the facts, with a list of the 
| absentees, to the House. 

The following is the list of the absentees: 
Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Ashe, David J. Bai- 


ley, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Bissell, Bocock, Boyce, |! 


Bugg, Chamberlain, Chase, Cook, Cox, Cumming, Curtis, 


Cutung, Dean, Dent, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, | 


| Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, 
English, Fenton, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goodrich, 


Grey, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Hast- 


|| ings, Hibbard, Daniel T. Jones, Kidwell, Lamb, Lane, 


fifth, which is to be appropriated by these cities. | 


They not only will be bound to pay their propor- 
tion of the main structure, but to supply their pro- 
ortion of three fifths for the distribution works. 
ut, by the original proposition, the Government 
finds itself only legitimately bound for the sup- 
ply of the main aqueduct and the pipes neces- 
sary to furnish the public edifices. 
to do with the distribution. That falls upon the 
cities, and will involve an expenditure of upwards 
of $2,000,000—a sum greatly beyond what one 
fifth will amount to, as proposed by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Arkansas. I think 


we should act unwisely to adopt the suggestion || 
[ask if it is not | 


proposed in that amendment. 
introducing a new, embarrassing, and compli- 
cated feature into this bill? T'he Government 


Lindley, Lyon, Macdonald, McDougall, McQueen, Matie- || 


son, Maurice, Meacham, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
| Peckham, Phelps, Preston, Richardson, Rogers, Seymour, 


| Shower, Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. Sinith, || 


| Sollers, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart,John 

| J. Taylor, Walbridge, Walker, Warren, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, 
Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates. 


and forty-six members having answered to their 
—— Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union resumed its session. 


| when the committee found itself without a quorum, 
| was on the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Arkansas, upon which tellers had been or- 
dered. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommitteeaccordingl y rose, and the Speaker 
| having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had, according to order, had under con- 
sideration the Union generally, and particularly 


1 move that the com- 


it has nothing | the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, and had 


| come to no resolution thereon. 


| On motionby Mr. ROWE, the House then ad- 


| journed (at half past two o’clock) till to-morrow 


| at twelve o’clock, m. 


has nothing to do, under the original amendment, | 


but to make the aqueduct and lay down pipes to 
the public buildings. 


faii to the cities of Georgetown and Washington. 
i think it wholly unwise to adopt this amend- 
ment, and I trust it will not be the pleasure of the 
committee to do so. 

One word more, When the seat of Govern- 
ment was determined to be located at this place, 


Virginia gave money, or loaned money to the | 


Federal Government. So did Maryland, and the 
people owning the land gave to the Government 
alternate sections of the entire land within the 
city of Washington. 

Me. WALSAL. It was worth nothing then. 


Mr, SMITH. Very true, it was not valuable || 


then, but it has become so since, and the Govern- 
ment has sold it, and put the money into the 
Treasury, and is now holding some portions of 


| 
it. 1 beg the committee to bear in mind that this || 


proposition is to provide the means of getting 
water within the reach of the whole people. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. 


The Government has noth- | 
ing to do with the details, but they appropriately | 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, July 1, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of Fran- 


| ces Ann McCauley, widow of D. S. McCauley, 


late United States consul general for Egypt, and 
consul at Tripoli, praying indemnity for losses 
and expenses incurred by her husband while con- 


| ‘sul at that place; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Claims. 


I modify my amend-| 


ment by adding at the end of it these words: | 


ae necessary to complete the aqueduct and reser- 


man will allow me to suggest that there are two 


reservoirs and a dam to be constructed. Under 


the gentleman’s amendment, as modified, one res- | 


ervoir and dam would not be estimated for. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. I was not aware of that, 


and so further modify my amendment that it will | 


” 


read ‘‘ reservoirs and dam.”’ I now demand tell- 


ers 29 the amendment. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Campne.t | 


and Breckiwrince were appointed. 


The question was then taken; and the tellers | 


reported—ayes 45, noes 58; no quorum voting. 
he CHAIRMAN. There being no quorum 
voting, the roll must be called. 

The roll was then called; the committee rose, 
and the Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee of the 
‘Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
to order, had under consideration the Union gen- 
erally, and particularly the civil and diplomatic 


j 


j 





Also, the memorial of George Gibson, one of 
the heirs of Anna Gibson, deceased, praying the 

| payment of certain bills of credit issued by the 
| Continental Congress, which were deposited in 
| the Treasury for redemption, and destroyed by 
| the conflagration of the Treasury Building in 1833; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. CASS presented a memorial of the Board 
of Managers of the Washington National Monu- 
ment Society, praying the aid of Government in 
the completion of the monument, now being erected 
in the city of Washington; which was referred to 


|| the Gommittee on the District of Columbia. 


Also,a peruse of citizens of Detroit, Michigan, 
praying that the present rates of ocean postage 
may be reduced; which was referred to the Com- 


voir. | mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The gentle- 


Mr. SUMNER presented a memorial signed by 
six hundred and eighty-four men of Massachu- 
setts, chiefly citizens of Boston, asking for the re- 
peal of the act of Congress of 1850, usually known 
| as the fugitive slave law; which was veteran to 





| the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. NORRIS presented the petition of W. P. 
Young, praying arrears of compensation as an 
inspector of customs at Portsmouth, Virginia; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
Richard S. Coxe, William A. Bradley, and Gil- 
bert L. Thompson, proposing to furnish, for the 
use of the Navy ‘* compressed or composite coal,”’ 
an article of fuel recently invented by them; 
which was refegred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. . 

Also, the memorial of Frederic Chatard, a lieu- 
tenant in the Navy, praying certain allowances 
in the settlement of his accounts as acting purser 
of the United States store-ship Fredonia, in the 


A quorum being now present, [one hundred || 


The CHAIRMAN. The question pending, || 





July 1, 


————:,: 
year 1852; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

. Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition of the jn. 
spectors of the customs for the port of Baltimore 
praying an increase of compensation; which was 

| referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ROCKWELL presented a memorial of 
citizens of Lowell, Massachusetts, praying the 
| passage of a law prohibiting the employment of 
| officers of the Army as superintendents of nation) 

armories; which was referred to the Commities 
on Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEEs, 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Retrench. 
/mentand Reform, reported a bill to establish , 
department of lag, to prescribe certain duties of 
the Auditors and Comptrollers of the Treasury 
and for other purposes; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naya] 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Jong. 
| than D. Ferris, late a sailing-master in the Nay , 

praying the difference of pay for the time he per. 
| formed the duties of lieutenant commanding, sub. 
| mitted an adverse report thereon. 
He also, from the same commife, to whom 
| was referred the memorial of Foxhall A. Parker, 
praying indemnity for various expenses neceasa- 
rily incurred by him while commanding the East 
India squadron, reported a bill for the relief of 
Commodore Foxhall A. hs fg the United 
States Navy; which was read, af passed to a 
second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Jasper Strong and 
George Terrill, praying authority to constructs 
railroad from the Perdido river to the bay of Pen 
sacola, near the town of Warrington, Florida, 
reported a bill granting to Jasper Strong and their 
associates the right of way for a railroad through 
the reserved lands, near the navy-yard, Pensa- 
cola, in the State of Florida; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 


| 


Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 
| J pilenta, 


to whom was referred the memorial of 
| George W. Harris, praying that Congress may 
pass an act to vest in him the copyright to the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth volumes of the 
Pennsylvania State Reports, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a seconi 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the memorial of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Henry Payson, assignee of Joho 
Randall, owner of the schooner Contradiction, 
praying indemnity for the confiscation of that ves- 
sel and cargo at the Island of Margaritta, in 1812, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Robert M. Hamilton, United States consul 
at Montevideo, praying compensation for diplo- 
matic services, submitted an adverse report there- 
on; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of H. S. Sanford, late 
chargé d’affaires at Paris, praying to be allowed 
the difference between his pay as secretary of 
legation and chargé d’affaires during the time he 
acted assuch, and the reimbursement of the amount 
paid for clerk hire in said legation, submitted 
report thereon, together with a bill for his relief; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was recommitted a bill to provide for the 

yment of such creditors of the late Republic of 

exas as are comprehended in the act of Congress 
of September 9, 1850, reported it back with sun 
dry amendments, together with a report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. ‘ 

Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention ' 
ask leave to introduce a bill donating a portion of 
the public lands, in alternate sections, to aid i 
the construction of a railroad from a point on the 
Ohio and Mississippi railroad, in the Staté of !0- 
diana, by the way of the Falls of the Ohio and 
Evansville, to the Mississippi river, at or nee’ 


iro. 
Mr. SUMNER gave notice of his intention 
ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal the ac 
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fugitive slave act. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. ADAMS asked: and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
amend the several acts granting bounty lands, and 
for other purposes; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading. 

SCHOOL LANDS. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I move that the Senate pré- 


ceed to the consideration of the bill “ allowing || 


exchanges of and granting additional school lands 
in the several States which contain public lands.” 


sent to the House of Representatives, but it has 
never been taken up there. 
Mr. MALLORY. The bill which is first in | 
order to-day, as the unfinished business of yes- | 
terday, is the bill to “‘ authorize the sale of re- | 
served lands and for other purposes,”’ which was | 


journment. {tis on the same subject as the bill 
to which the Senator from Arkansas refers. There | 


will be no opposition to it, | am satisfied. It has || 


been prepared atthe Department. Its object is to 
authorize the sale of lands hitherto reserved for 
military purposes. [| would ask the Senator from 
Arkansas, as that bill is a prior order, to let it be 
taken up first. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON. I hope the Senator will not 
object to taking up this bill. It has heretofore 
passed the Senate without any objection. I can- 
not consent to give way. It is for the benefit of 
the Senator’s State as well as mine; and I do hope 
he will not object to it. 

Mr. MALLORY. I do not object to the bill; 
but the one to which I refer is first in order, and 
is on the same subject. 

Mr. Jomnson’s motion was agreed to; and the 
bill was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

it proposes to authorize that where the sixteenth 


section, heretofore set apart for the use of schools | 
in each of the several States wh: :h contain public | 


jand, has been or shall be found unfit for cultiva- 
tion, or wherein the township, being fractional, 
it shall appear that there is no, or only a part of 
a, sixteenth section, the States, respectively, shall 
be at liberty to relinquish that sixteenth section, 


and to select any other section, either as a whole || 


section, or in any legal subdivisions within the 
same township that may remain subject to sale by 
private entry; or should none such remain in the 
same township, then that the selection may be 
made in each case from any land within the limits 
of the State subject to sale by private entry, and 


upon the approval, by the Secretary of the Inte- || 
rior, of the new selection, the original tract is ipso || 


facto to revert to and become public lands of the 
United States. 

There is to be selected, in the same manner, an 
additional section of land, either as a whole sec- 
tion, or in any legal subdivisions, for each town- 
ship within the States, and under their authority, 
which section granted for the use of schools wk 
in the township, is to be recorded and conveyed 
as before stated. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third || 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 


THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I move that the Senate take 
up for consideration the bill reported from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, ‘* for the more 
effectual suppression of theslave trade in American- 
built vessels.” 


Mr, SUMNER. Before that motion is put, I 
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passed in September, 1850, usually known as the || his amendment, or give his objections, if he has vessel is not intended to be engaged in the African 


slave trade, which oath or affirmation is to be re- 


any. 
| Mr. SUMNER. I know it is not up; but I | duced to writing by the minister or consul, and by 


,made the remark by way of suggestion to the 
Senator from Delaware; and I wish to follow it 
up by the direct suggestion that the bill be al- 

alte lie over for the present. It is within my 


| knowledge that at least one honorable Senator de- | 


sires to speak somewhatat length on some aspecis 
|of the questions presented by the bill. 
| myself. 
Mr. CLAYTON. I have only to say that the 


effect of such an opposition will be to 


stand. It is to defeat a measure which has for its 
object the suppression of the slave trade. 


| position. The question is now on the motion to 
proceed to its consideration. 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read | 
a second time, and considered asin Committee of | 
the Whole. 


It proposes to direct whenever any American 
registered ship or vessel shall, in whole or in part, 
be sold or transferred to a citizen or citizens of 
the United States, at any foreign port or place in 


India Islands, or in the Cape de Verde Islands, 
or any island on or near the coast of Africa, the 


| sale, reciting at length her certificate of registry, 


| of Congress of December 31, 1792, concerning 
the registering and recording of ships or vessels, 
shall be utterly void, unless it shall be executed 


| United States there residing, and shall contain an 
express condition that such instrument, and the 


be valid if the vessel shall make, or attempt to 


| And if any citizen of the United States, in any 


of an American vessel, shall sell it, knowing that 


| or that she is about to make a voyage to the coast 
of Africa before returning to the United States, 
or shall charter a vessel of which he may be the 
| owner or the agent for a ae to the coast of 

| the vessel on that 


|| Africa, with the intent to se 


| before the circuit court of the United States, for 
rany district wherein he may be brought or after- 
wards found, shall pay ten thousand dollars, and 
be imprisoned fora term not exceeding three years, 
| at the discretion of the court. 


an American ship or vessel at any such foreign 
| place, with the intent that the vessel shall be em- 
ployed in the African slave trade, and every sale 
| of an American ship or vessel on the coast of Af- 





| worthy, is to be illegal and void. 


information with the attorney of the district of 
|| any State or Territory, against any person for the 
| Violation of the act, by any sale or charter, or at- 
| tempt to sell or charter any American vessel, con- 
| trary to the provisions of this act, it is to be the 
| duty of the attorney to commence a prosecution 
| against the offender, and upon conviction of such 


lodged the information, as aforesaid, are to be en- 
| titled to receive one half the net sum recovered 
/and paid into the hands of the marshal of the 
| district, exclusive of costs; and every vessel ille- 
| gally sold or chartered, contrary to any of the 
| provisions of this act, is with all her tackle and 





I do not | 


efeat the | 


it has passed the Senate several times, lh ben bill, and that I want the American people to under- | 


Now, | 
sir, let us get at it, and then let us witness the op- | 


Mr. 


North or South America, or in mem the West | 
instrument of writing in the nature of a bill of | 
in pursuance of the fourteenth section of the act | 
| in the presence of a minister or consul of the | 
title of the purchaser claiming under it, shall not | 


|| make, a voyage to the coast of Africa before re- | 
turning to the United States for a new register. | 


such place, being the owner or agent for the sale | 


she is to be employed in the African slave trade, || 


| coast, every person so offending, on conviction | 
Every charter of | 
rica, except it shall be duly condemned as unsea- | 


When any citizen or other person shall lodge | 


offense, the informer or informers who shall have | 


| him duly certified and transmitted to the Depart- 
ment of State of the United States, Which certifi- 
| cate, or a copy thereof, under the hand and seal 
|| of the Secretary of State, is to be evidence in any 
court of the United States; and if any such owner, 
| agent, or purchaser, shall swear or affirm falsely 
in the premises, he is to be deemed guilty of per- 
jury, and shall, on conviction suffer all the pains 
| and penalties imposed by the acts of Congress for 
wiiful and corrupt perjury. Each party to every 
charter party executed in any foreign port is to 
|; make the same oath or affirmation, to be taken, 
certified, and transmitted, and a copy authentica- 
ted and proved in the same manner, and he is to 
be punishable in the same way for swearing or 
| affirming falsely. No such instrument in.the na- 
ture of a bill of sale, and no such charter party is 
to be held legal and valid unless the provisions of 
| the act shall have been complied with. 
CLAYTON. I have only one small 
amendment to offer. It is in the first section, to 
|, strike out the words, ‘* North or South America,"’ 
and in lieu thereof to insert *‘on the Atlantic 
coast of America, or on any island, gulf, bay, 
inlet, or river, onor nearthatcoast.’’ Theobject 
| of this amendment is to confine the foreign port 
or place where these sea-letters shall be prohibited 
in the way they are by the bill, to the Atlantic 
coast, instead of the Pacific coast of North and 
South America, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I have but 
a few words to say upon the merits of the bill. 
We now maintain a squadron, and we have four 
| ships on the coast of Africa. The English have 

twenty-seven, and the French twelve or thirteen. 
| The English and French together have about forty 
vessels on the cuast of Africa, and we but four. 
It is but a fair caleulation to say that they have 
eight times the force there, that we have. Now 
the effect of this bill is simply this: Even if our 
|| ‘squadron be withdrawn from the coast of Africa, 
which this bill does not contemplate, it will put 
eight times the force on the coast of Africa for the 
suppression of the slave trade which exists there 
now, because it deprives every slaver of American 
nationality, and, in consequence of that, a foreign 
cruiser can search her and seize her. Without 
this alteration in the law, a foreign vessel cannot 
seize, cannot search her. If she, as I stated the 
other day, has a thousand slaves in her hola when 
a foreign cruiser boards her, she cannot stop her. 
Then, sir, the bill recommends itself at once, with- 
out further discussion, to the humane consider- 
| ation of every gentleman present. I hope, With- 

out further debate, it may pass now, in order that 
|| it may go to the House of Representatives in time 
| to become a law during the session. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I shall vote 
for this bill in the form in which it is now pre- 
sented to the Senate; but still, | desire to make a 
suggestion to the honorable Senator who has re- 
| peer it, which, if adopted, will meet my appro- 
| bation, and will, I think, make the bill much more 
'| effectual. { think I am justified in saying that 
'| there is no commerce between the Atlantic coast 
'of South America and the coast of Africa, in 
|| which our vessels have been engaged, which is not 
directly connected with the slave trade; or, in 
|| other words, none of our vesse!s leave the South 
|| American Atlantic coast for Africa, except for the 
purpose of participating in the slave trade. 

The bill, therefore, in my judgment, should be 
'| one absolutely prohibiting trade in American ves- 
| sels between the Sduth American Atlantic coast 


i 





| 





should like to ask the honorable Senator from || furniture, to be forfeited to the United States, || and Africa, and forfeiting the vessel forany engage- 
Delaware, whether it is his purpose to have the || which, after condemnation by any court of the | mentin that commerce. Then, let the bill contain 


) 


. Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir, if I can. 
is no time to lose. If it be longer delayed, the 
other House cannot act on it. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have not examined the bill 
with the care which I should like to give to one 


bill put on its et now? i] 
TO 


of such importance. So far as I do understand | 


it, | hope it may be amended in an important par- 
ticular. 

Mr. CLAYTON. That will be a subject for | 
consideration when the bill is taken up. Let it | 
come under consideration, and then it will be sub- 
ject toamendment. The bill is not under consid- 
eration yet; when it is, the gentleman can offer 





United States in «he district into which she — 
f 


There | be brought or found, are to be sold, and one ha 


| the proceeds paid over to-any citizen, or other 
| person, who shall have lodged the necessary in- 
| formation before the attorney of the district for 
| the condemnation of the vessel. 

Every owner or agent for the sale of an Amer- 
_ ican ship or vessel, who shall sell such ship or 
vessel in any of the ports as described, and every 
| purchaser thereof are, at thetime of the execution 
_ of the instrument of writing in the nature of a 
| bill of sale for the transfer of the vessel, to make 
oath or affirmation before a minister or consul of 
the Unitell States residing at the plate, that the 








|| a further provision, that where any transfer has 
| been made in the islands adjacent to us the vessel 
'| shall return home and take out new papérs. 
|| The object of granting sea-letters, I take it, 
originally was to benefit the navigating interest, 
to encourage ship building in the United States, in 
|| order that American vessels might be sold abroad. 
I so understand it. If a sale were made in a South 
|| American port, as low down as Brazil, or lower, 
| and you were to compel that vessel to return to 
|| the United States and obtain a bill of sale before 
|| the transfer was made, you might find it impos- 
| sible, in many instances, to sell where you can sell 
| by granting a sea-letter. I would not, therefdre, 
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compel a return of the vessel absolutely, before | 


the gale of the vessel in those ports, to get a bill 
of sale from the 


States; but | would absolutely prohibit the trade 


—— officers in the United || 


in that vessel between the South American Atlan- | 


tic coast and the coast of Africa. Then there can 
be no avoiding the provision. 

Why, sir, the law is well enough now, but for 
an avoidance of it; and Jet me tell the honorable 
Senator from Delaware, that in my judgment, men 
who will engage in this traffic, will find ways 


enough to evade the provisions of this bill. There | 
is no adequate method by which the trade can be | 
suppressed, @xcept by prohibiting intercourse 


- entirely between these two coasts. I have come 
to this conclusion from a long conference with 
gentlemen who have resided in Brazil, and from a 
thorough investigation of it with a gentleman of 
Virginia, who was at the time resident in that 


place. He satisfied me, beyond a doubt, that the 


' 


only possible way of suppressing the trade was | 


to declare it illegul in whole from these southern 
ports, and then require your vessels absolutely to 
return from the islands which are nearest—Cuba, 
Jamaica, and all those islands—before transfer. 
This latter provision may be some hardship. 
Perhaps sales may be sometimes prevented, if 
you require our vessels to return from there; but 
still the distance is not so great as to make it very 
onerous upon them; and a bill containing these 
two provisions, in my judgment, would be vastly 
more effective, and vastly more certain of pro- 


ducing the results which the honorable Senator | 


from Delaware desires. Still, I shall vote for 
the bill in its present form, if it cannot undergo 
this alteration. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, | could make 
the bill more effectual, as the honorable Senator 
says, very readily by prohibiting all-trade what- 
ever from any Atlantic port, or any West India 
port; but, then | should trespass on a great prin- 
ciple of policy to which the United States have 
uniformly pthered: and that is, not to interfere 
with either the ship-building or the navigating 
interest of the country. That has been the cher- 
ished policy of the Government. 

Now, sir, | do not wish to have this great meas- 


ure encounter any such opposition as this bill will | 


meet if the suggestion of my honorable friend be 
adopted. I do not say that, thinking as I do of 


thie inhuman traffic, | might not agree with him, | 


even at the expense of the navigating interest, in 
the suggestion he has made. But, ir, | am sat- 
isfied that this bill is sufficient for the purposes 
we have in view, and itis not necessary at all to 
interfere either with the navigating interest, or the 
ship-building interest of the country. 


I think it is true that there is not a very exten- | 


sive trade between the South American and Affi- 
®an coasts, but nevertheless there is a trade, the 
extent of which 
Senator nor myself isaware of. Our trade is grow- 
ing with that country, and will continue to grow 
between different parts of the world, every year. 

Here, sir, we have in view the adoption of a 
great measure of humanity, and in endeavoring to 
get it through, let us avoid bringing it into conflict 
with any of these questions of national policy. 
As the bill now stands, it cannot interfere at all 
with the navigating interest of the country, nor 
with the ship-building interest in any form. It 
cannot encounter objection from any man who is 
not resolved that the African slave trade shall go 
on as it has under these sea-letters. 
fore, that the bill will pass as it stands. 

Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, I regret that 1 
am not better acquainted with the strategy and 
detail of commerce, and especially this kind of 
commerce which it is proposed to suppress. | 
will say, however, that there is no Senator who 
will go further than I will to suppress this traffic, 
which is abhorred by God and denounced by man} 
its suppression is a measure that commends itself 
to the consideration and the approval of every 
man of heart in the country, as Eeliove. 

1 regret, sir, that I have not hed an opportunity 
to examine the details of this bill. No such op- 
ert ong has been given the Senate atall. The 

i 
le the Senator at his seat to consent to 
the matter lie over until Monday, but he did not 
see fitto do so. I hope that something will arise 
that shall render it necessary to pass the bill over, 
until we can consider it further. 


ae neither the honorable | 


I trust, there- | 


but recently brought before the rag ! 
et 


| than even this bill. 
well calculated to suppress that trade as to create 





= 
Before | sit down, | shall offer an amendment 


to this bill, providing for putting into the hands 
of the colonization society some funds, to furnish 
them help and aid to suppress this trade. Such 
a measure, in my judgment, will be more efficient 
Nothing, in my opinion, is so | 


a cordon of civilized towns upon the African || 
coast, south of the present settlements in Liberia. | 
A smell amount of money,,probably one third | 
or one fourth the amount which it now costs us | 
to maintain the squadron which we are bound by | 
the Ashburton treaty to keep up on the African 
coast, will do four times as much service in the | 


| suppression of the slave trade as is now done by | 


| 


‘hundred and fifty thousand do 


| the maintenance of that squadron. 


1 am therefore |, 
by no means wedded to its continuance. I am | 
willing that the treaty shall be abrogated, so far | 
as that is concerned, provided always we get some- | 
thing more efficient to take its place. ut, sir, I | 
am not willing now, in view of the passage of a | 
recent measure that has excited the country, to | 
remove and repeal the last barrier, as it will be 
said, whether truly or not, to the suppression of || 
the slave trade, with a view to the importation of | 
slaves into the country to answer a supposed in- | 
creased demand. I cannot consent to withdraw | 
that squadron, unless something more efficient, | 
or, at least, as efficient, be placed in its stead. 

1 believe, sir, that, instead of appropriating | 
eight hundred thousand or a million of dollars a | 


| year for the maintenance of eighty guns on the || 


coast of Africa, an annual eee of two | 

lars to the Ameri- | 
can Colonization Society, to enable them to ply || 
steamers between our coast and the African coast, 
with ordinary equipments, perhaps one long gun 
and other preparations for seizing and suppress- 
ing African slavers, and with a view to the pur- | 
chase of tracts of country from time to time on || 
this coast, upon which to plant your emigrant ne- | 
groes and build up civilized societies, will be the | 
most efficient measure that can be adopted. On || 
this coast slaves are now brought to market and 
sold there, as is well known, to traders for this | 
continent and its adjacentislands. I believe that, | 
by enabling the American Colonization Bociety | 
to settle it with civilized communities, we should 
do tenfold more to suppress the slave trade than | 
by the maintenance of the present squadron, or 
even the provisions of this bill. 

The subject bas not been well matured by me, 
but there can be, in my judgment, nothing so well 
calculated to suppress slavery and the slave trade, | 
as civilization. Put civilization as a wall along 
the coast of Africa, where these creatures are 
brought from the interior by their brethren and || 
sold to the cupidity of American traders, and you || 
will at once, I believe, effectually suppress this | 
trade. [ wish to accomplish that object. But | 
not being willing that our present preventive || 
measures shall pass from our hands; not being |! 
willing that this provision of the Ashburton treaty | 
shall be abrogated, or even that this bill shall be | 
passed at present; and not being willing to trust 
to the liberality of Senators and members to pass 
what, in my judgment, the occasion demands, | 
after the adoption of this bill, I shall insist, before 
it be passed, that some provision like that which | 
I now offer shall be adopted, or some evidence | 
given that it will be adopted. With that view I | 
offer the following additional sections, as an amend- 
ment to the bill: 
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to carry out the object. 
efficient than the 


'| well make up their minds. 


Sec. —, And be it further enacted, That the sum 0f $250,000 || 


| be, and is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money | 


in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the order of | 


the proper officer of the American Colonization Society, || 


for the year ending 30th of June, 1855, for the purpose of | 
enabling said society to establish a line of steam vessels | 
consisting of two steamers. 
three trips within the year, and, as near as possible, at 


Said steamers shall each make || 
= 
ular intervals, alternating between the ports of New York, i] 


Baltimore, Norfolk, Savannah, and New Orleans, and the || character of the bill. 


west coast of Africa, touching at such places as said society | | 


shall direct. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Government 
of the United States shall have the privilege of transportin 
to and from*West Africa, the Government mails, and like- 
wise the Government stores, each trip. 

Sec, —. 4nd he it further enacted, That said society 
shall arm each steamer with one long, heavy gun,on a 
pivot, and two smal! guns, and shall man them with a 
proper complement of seamen to render efficient service, 
under private commissions from the Government, to repress 
and check slavers on the line of their voyage between this | 
country and the west coast of Africa, ong the line of | 
said coast, and on their return voyage shall run down said 
coast as low as Cabarda, and return cruising along said 
coast as high as the Gambia. 


cle of the Ashburton treaty of 1842, 


i 
| 
1} 
| 
| 
i 
i} 
{ 
\ 


; 


_ duly, 


Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, 1 hope tha 


amendment will not prevail. 


If it be ad 
may perhaps defeat the bill. eae 


If the honorabl. 


_ gentleman desires to offer such a proposition ay 


that the Government of the United States shaij 
employ the Colonization Society in the business of 


|‘ Davigating steamers between this country and 


Liberia, let him bring it forward on some other 
occasion. Let him bring it forward on some 
Sccasion when it will not embarrass a measure of 
this salutary character. There is nothing of 
necessary connection between this amendmen 
and the bill. 

1, sir, am myself a friend of the Colonization 
Society, and 1 should be very happy to see it ad. 
vanced in all its great objects; but 1 do think tha: 
if this amendment be engrafted on the bilb at this 
time, it will defeat it. e know that honorable 
gentlemen here, who are friendly to the bill ag i 
stands, are directly opposed to this amendment, 
There is no necessary connection whatever be. 
tween the two. I trust, therefore, that as the hon.’ 
orable gentleman professes to be in favor of the 
bill, he will consent to withdraw the amendmen, 
if he discovers, as I think he will, ona very slight 
examination, that it must necessarily obstruct the 
passage of the measure. 

I do not go into 2 discussion of the questions 


' arising out of the amendment the gentleman has 


proposed. I confine myself in my objection to it 
to this single remark, that it must have the effec: 
of impeding the passage of the bill. There is 
barely time now left for the bill to — through 
the House of Representatives as well as the Sen. 
ate, although I believe there is a general feeling in 
favor of the measure, in both branches of Con- 
gress. I hope the Senate will not agree to the 
amendment. 

Mr. PETTIT. I will not say that the honor. 
able Senator from Delaware is opposed to this 
measure to appropriate any money for the sup- 
preesten of the slave trade, but he talks very much 
ike a member of any legislative body who is op- 
posed to a measure submitted. He says this is 
not the right place, it is wrong; it has no connec- 
tion with this bill, move it somewhere else. Move 
it again, when we have the least possible chance 
of success, is the advice the Senator gives me. 

Sir, so far as relates to its connection with this 
bill, none could be more appropriate. The bill is 
entitled ‘* A bill for the more effectual suppression 


_ of the slave trade in American-built vessels,”’ and 


nothing can be more appropriate for that purpose 
than the appropriation of a small amount of money 
What could be more 

plying of two steamers which it 
is proposed shall be plied? What could be more 
efficient than the appropriation of the money pro- 
posed by it? 

I desire, Mr. President, however, while | am 
up, to say, that I shall press this amendment, or 
something in its form, lam not willing that this 
bill shall pass, that the subject shall be up in any 
form, that the abrogation of the treaty of 1842 
shall take place, withdrawing our squadron from 
that coast, unless there shall be some substitute 
for it. I desire, however, to ask that the whole 
subject may lie upon the table, and the bill be 
ordered to be reprinted, with the amendment, in 
order that Senators may see it. It may need 
some pruning, some alteration, and some amend- 
ment; and until Senators can see it, they cannot 
1 move that the bill lie 
on the table, and be ordered to be reprinted with 
the amendment. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw that for a moment. 

Mr. PETTIT. Certainly. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The honorable Senator 
labors under an entire misapprehension of the 
Why, sir, the bill has 
nothing to do with the abrogation of the fifth arti- 
It contains 
no provision on that subject whatever. I[t has 
nothing to do with it. It contains provisions for 
the suppression of the slave trade in American- 


built vessels, but it does not, in any part of it, 


refer to the Ashburton treaty, or to the withdrawal 
of any part of our squadron from the coast of 
Africa, 
Mr. PETTIT. Another proposition does con- 
template that. 
r. CLAYTON. What is the effect of the 
Senator’s proposition? To order this to lie on the 
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table until he can have time to look at it further. | cluding all mineral Jands.’’ It now provides for | bate. The report is adverse to the claim; but he 


The session is nearly at an end; we have no time 
to lose. If honorable Senators concur with me 
in the beneficent character of this measure, and 
the humanity of it, they will, unless they have: 
objection to it, assist me in its passage, and I call 
upon them to stand by me and assist mein passing 
it now, in order that the other branch of Congress 
ay have an opportunity to act upon it. 
Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope this subject will go 
over. The amendment of the Senator from In- 
diana presents a very important question; and I 
think it is likely to commit the United States to 
the adoption of a very’dangerous policy. At 
any rate, I should like to have time to look into it 
further. I hope, therefore, it will be allowed to 
goover. We ought not to be hurried to a vote 
on such a subject as this. ‘ 

Mr.PETTIT. I move to postpone tie further 
consideration of the subject until Wednesday, as 
the Senate has agreed to adjourn from to-day until 
Wednesday; and that the bill be reprinted with 
the amendment. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Does the honorable Senator 
from Virginia propose to sustain the amendment 
of the Senator from Indiana? , 

Mr. HUNTER. No, sir; { am opposed to it 
as far as | understand it. I wish to examine it 
further, however. 


| 


land warrants to be issued for two millions of 
acres of lands. The amendment is, that all min- 


| eral lands shall be excluded therefrom. 


} 


| alternate sections.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The next amendment is to 
add after the word ‘‘section,’’ in the same sec- 


tion of the committee’s substitute, the words, ‘in | 


That is in the clause giving 


| the right to select from the public lands along the 


line of the telegraph. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 
the same sectiun to strike out the word ‘‘less’”’ 
and insert the word *“‘more.’’ As it now reads, 
it gives the right to select ‘* not less than a section 
or more than a township in one body.” 
amendment is to make it read, “‘ not more than a 


| section.’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I next propose to strike out 


| of the sixth section the words: **Nor more than 


Mr. CLAYTON. Would the honorable Sen- | 
ator under any circumstances give $250,000 to the | 


Colonization Society for this purpose? 
Mr. HUNTER. Certainly not. 
to look further into the matter. 
Mr. BRIGHT. [| sympathize with my col- 
league, and think his amendment germane to the 
bill. If he intends to press the consideration of the 
subject upon the attention of Congress at this ses- 
sion, it cannot be so properly done upon any bill 
as uponm@this. The amendment is an important 


one; it appropriates a large sum of money. The || 


hour of one o’clock is arrived, at which the Sena- 
tor from Texas is entitled to the floor. I therefore 
hope the subject will be postponed for the purpose 
of letting him proceed with his remarks. 

The 
in the chair.) The question is on the motion to 
postpone the further consideration of the subject 
until Wednesday next, and that the bill be re- 
printed with the amendment. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It is not to order it to lie on 
the table. 


to postpone in place of the other motion. 
he motion was agreed to. 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate take up 
the bill to authorize the construction of a line of 
telegraph from the Mississippi river to the Pa- 
cific ocean, not for the purpose of considering it 
now, but to postpone it until Wednesday next, 
so as to have it considered then. [t has been re- 
ported from the Committee on Territories. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. |! desire to offer a few amend- 
ments to the bill. It will take but.a few moments 
for their consideration. The first is in the first 
section of the substitute of the committee, to 
strike out the words ‘* or some other point on the 
Pacific coast.’’ The object is to make the term- 
ination definite at San Francisco instead of in- 
definite. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The next amendment is in 
the second section of the substitute reported from 
the committee, to insert after the word * and’’ 
the word ‘‘after,”’ so as to provide that— 

‘* Said working stations are to be supplied with all the 
requisite telegraph apparatus, instruments, operators, and 
men necessary to its efficiency and reliability; and the 
same shall be completed and put in operation within two 
years from the passage of the bill, and after such State 
legislation as may be necessary to authorize its construc- 
tien by the States through which it may pass.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The next I propose is toadd, 
after the word ‘‘ legislation,” in the same clause, 
‘* shall have been secured.’’ It is a mere verbal 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The next amendment is in 
the sixth section of the committee’s substitute, 


to insert after the word “lands” the words “‘ex- | 


a township in one body. If more than a town- 
ship shall be selected in the same locality, alter- 
nate townships only shall be taken.’’ ‘The bill 
will then simply provide for the sections to be 


_ taken in alternate sections, instead of townships. — 


But | wish || 
1] 


| same to be surveyed, if practicable. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I next propose, in the same 
section, after the word “‘surveyed,’’ to insert “‘if 
practicable,’’ so that the clause shall read, ‘‘where 
unsurveyed lands shall have been selected, the 
President of the United States shall cause the 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The last amendment which 


| I propose is in the proviso of the sixth section, after 


the word ‘‘ with,”’ to insert ‘* the location and,’’ 
so that the proviso shall read: 


“ Thatin the event a railroad to the Pacific oceau shall 


| be located on or near said line of telegraph, the grant of 
| land contemplated in this section shall be so located as not 


RESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bapcer | 


to interfere with the location, and any grant Congress may 
make in aid of the constrnction of said railroad.’’ 

Mr. GWIN. These amendments have been 
made at my suggestion, and others may be neces- 
sary before the bill is perfected. ‘That in regard 


| to the exclusion of mineral lands from donation 
| | had inserted to put a stop to the circulation of 
| falsehoods in my own State that, because these 
' land donation grants do not, in express terms, 
Mr. PETTIT. No, sir; I submitted a motion | 


exclude the mineral lands, they can be selected as 


other public lands, if the bills asking for those 


grants become laws. This is not true; but those 
who have told one falsehood to prejudice me 
among my constituents will repeat it on every 
occasion that a pretext is given them. Yearsago, 


| soon after | took my seat in this body, 1 advo- 


cated the exclusion of the mingral region in Cali- 


| fornia from the operation of general legislation in 


| to my constituents. 


regard to the public lands; and it is now the law 
of the land, and through my agency. Yet I in- 
tend every bill donating the public lands, that 
may apply to California, to have an express pro- 
vision excluding the mineral lands from its opera- 
tion, to prevent enemies from misrepresenting me 
I move now the postpone- 


| ment of the further consideration of the subject 


| until half past twelve o’clock, on Wednesday 


next. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ought to have stated that 
the amendments were all made with the approba- 
tion of the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. Gwin’s motion was agreed to. 


JAMES ROBERTSON. 


Mr. EVANS. A man of the name of Robert- 
son, who is probably known to every Senator, 
sometime since presented a claim, through a me- 


|| morial, which was laid before the Senate by the 


' 
| 








Senator from Mississippi. It was referred to the 
Committee on the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate, and a report is now before the body on the 


subject, which { ask, as a special favor to myself, | 
| may be disposed of now. 


1 am harassed day by 
day by his applications. | have just received a 
note from him, in which he says that General 
Hovsrow is willing to defer the commencement of 
his speech, in order to enable him to have this 
acted u 

r 


men 
. HOUSTON. If it should lead to no debate, | 


| I have no objection. 


Mr. EVANS. 


1 presume there will he no de- 


{ 


The next amendment is in | 


The || 


| tells me that more than a majority of the Senate 
are disposed to give him something. He partic- 
ularly mentions my friend from lowa, (Mr. 
Dopce,} who is on the same committee as myseif. 
I move that the report be taken up, so that we 
may dispose of it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I shall not certainly inter- 
| fere with the Senator from South Carolina, if it 

ve possible to dispose of this report immediately. 

| | have already given way this morning to gentie- 
| men, to enable them to bring forward their bills, 
but 1. seems to me that the applications multiply; 
still, if this subject can be disposed of, without de- 
bate, I shall yield with pleasure. ' 

Mr. EVANS. If it gives rise to debate I shail 
consent to postpone it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. With that understanding, | 
give way. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to consider 
| the report. 

The committee do not consider the care as 
coming within the subjects of their cognizance* 
Their proper business is to audit and control the 
funds set apart yearly for the contingent expenses 
of the Senate. The claim of the petitioner is for 

| damages sustained by reason of the unlawful arrest 
and imprisonment by the officers of the Senate. 
This cannot beconsidered as one of the contingent 
expenses of the Senate which it is the duty of the 
committee to audit or control. If the petitioner is 
entitled to any damages, it should be granted by 
/an act of Congress, or by a resolution of the Sen- 
ate. Taking this view of the case, they are unable 
to conjecture why the petition was referred to 
them, unless it be that they should report on the 
facts. The subject has been more than once be- 
fore the Senate, and two very full reports have been 
heretofore made, which, it is believed, embody all 
the facts of the case. To these, the committee 
have nothing to add, except that so far as has ap- 
peared to them, the petitioner is a harmless and 
inoffensive man, and had no design on the life of 
Mr. Clay, on a suspicion of which he was arrested 
by the officers of the Senate. He had conceived 
the notion that Mr. Ot&P had done him great in- 
juries, and was unworthy of « seat in the Senate. 
He had drawn a memorial setting out his charges, 
and had applied to Mr. Foote, of Mississippi, to 
present it, and had come into the Senate Chamber 
with a view to get it presented. This led to the 
apprehension that his mind was disordered, and it 
order to prevent any act of violence, whilst under 
| this delusion, he was arrested and committed to 
| prison. 

Although the committee do not consider the 
subject as falling within the sphere of their duty, 
yet they were willing to collect the facts and to 
recommend, as has been heretofore done, some 
reasonable gratuity to one in his condition; but, 
on conversing with him, his demands were so 
exorbitant that they decline to make any recom- 
mendation—leaving it to his friends, of whom, he 
says, he has many in the Senate, to submit a res- 
olution for further compensation, if itis considered 
he has any claims. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bapoga 
in the chair.) The Chair does not perceive that 
this report contains any recommendation for the 
action of the Senate. 

Mr. PETTIT. | move that the Senate concur 
in the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
supposes that the Senator’s intention is to dis- 
charge the committee from the further consider- 
ation of the subject. 

Mr. PETTIT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EVANS. Some Senator may have a 
proposition to offer. 

Several Senators. Oh, no. 

The raotion to discharge the committee was 
agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIB. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had concurred in the report 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the resolution peoviding 
for the adjournment of the present session of 
Congress. 

Mr. GWIN. I am instructed by the commit- 
| tee of conference to make a report. It is of course 


|| Une same as that which has been concurred in by 
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the House. I hope it will be concurred in by the | 


Senate. : 

The report was read. It recommends that the 
House recede from their original resolution, that 
the Senate recede from their amendment thereto, 
and that the President of the Senate, and the 
Speaker of the House adjourn their respective 
Houses sine die on Friday, the 4th of August, at 
twelve o'clock, m, 

The report was concurred in. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bancer || 


in the chair.) ‘The Senator from Texas, in pur- 


suance of notice, asks the unanimous consent of || 


the Senate to make a personal explanation. If 
there be no objection, the Senator will now pro- 
ceed. 

Unanimous consent was given. 

Mr. HOUSTON addressed the Senate for nearly 
three hours, in the course of which he quoted 
much documentary testimony in relation to the 
late Texas Navy, and certain acts of Commodore 


E. W. Moore, when Texas was an independent. | 
Republic, and the Senator was its President. The | 


subject of incorporating the officers of the Texas 


Navy with that of the United States, has frequently | 
been before Congress, and a personal controversy || 


has arisen, which the Senator from Texas thought 
required from him the eae and statement 
which he this day made. His speech will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 


LAND SYSTEM IN THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill of 


the House of Representatives, ‘to establish the | 


offices of surveyor general of New Mexico, Kan- 
eas, and Nebraska, to grant donations to actual 
settlers therein, and for other purposes,’ have 
instructed me to report it back without amend- 
ment, 


tion of a section providing for a surveyor gen- 
eral’s office for the two Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska, and a land office for each. As it is 
important that we shouldtave early action on the 


_3BHE GON 


I wish to state that this is exactly similar | 
to a bill which passed the Senate with the addi- | 


subject, | ask for the present consideration of the | 


bill. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in 


|| discharged from its further consideration. 


| 


Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 


the bill. 


* The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a | 


third time, and passed. 


REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 
The bill from the House of Representatives 
further to amend the act entitled ** An act to re- 
duce and modify the rates of postage in the Uni- 


ted States, and for other purposes,”’ passed March | 


3, 1851, was read a firstand second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


The House bill for the relief of A. B. Roman, | 


of Louisiana, was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The joint resolution from the House to correct 
a clerical error in an act approved June 22, 1854, 


to authorize a register to be issued to the steamer | 


El ee bY a new name, was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

TITLE TO LANDS. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 
Public Lands have instructed me to report a bill 
**to vert in the several States and Territories the 
title in fee of the lands which have been, or may 
be certified tothem.”’ This bill is stated by the 


Commissioner of the General Land Office to be || 


necessary, in consequence of a decision of the Su- 
reme Court of the United States at its last term. 
am sure no one will object to the bill. I ask for 
its immediate consileration. 


and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It ides that where lands have been, or shall 
bereafter be granted by any law of Congress to 
any State or Territory ; and where the law does 
not conyey the fee simple title of the lands, or re- 
quire patents to be issued therefor, the lists of such 
lands which have been, or may hereafter be certi- 
fied by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, under the seal of the Office, either as origin- 
als, or copies of the originals or records, shall be 


|| transmitted to the Department. 


The Committee on || 


regarded as conveying the fee simple of all the 
lands embraced in such lists of the character con- 
templated by such act of Congress, and intended 
to be granted thereby; but where lands embraced 
in such lists are not of the character embraced by 
Jongress, and are not intended to be 


the acts of C 


| granted thereby, those lists, so far as these lands 


are concerned, shall be null and void, and no right, 


title, claim, or interest shall be conveyed thereby. | 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
er and 

‘he Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, July 1, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Suicer. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER yesterday appointed Messrs. 
Orr, Marreson, and BarkspaLe the committee 
of conference on the part.of the House to meet a 
like committ e on the part of the Senate on the 
disagreeing v. tes of the two Houses with refer- 
ence to the re olution of the House fixing a day 


for the adjournment sine die of the present session 
of Congress. 


* 
ISAAC BOWMAN. 


Mr. EDDY. 

a correction of a report made by me yesterday 
| in the case of Isaac Bowman. Perhaps | failed 
| in being understood by the Speaker of the House, 
when | made that report in this case. I stated at 
the time that the committee concurred ina former 
report, and that they asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration. If { did not say this, it 
| Was my object to say that the committee had 
| concurred in a former report made by the same 
committee, and that they desired the adoption of 
a resolution by the House that they should be 


I ask 
that the Journal be corrected in this respect. 


The SPEAKER, The gentieman from Indiana | 


: : || si Ss. 
|| made a report from the Committee on Revolution- | Hen of Congres 


He | 


| ary Claims for the relief of Isaac Bowman. 
states that the committee directed him to report 
| its concurrence in a former resolution adopted by 
the committee, which is in the following words: 
*“ Resolved, That the petition in the case of Isaac Bow- 
man be referred to the Secretary of the Interior for liqui- 


dation, under the act of April 5, 1632, and that this com- 
mittee be discharged from its further consideration.’ 


be had upon that resolution, and in the usual form 
directed that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the case, as requested b 
the gentleman making the report, and that the re- 
port lie upon the table. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana, and the committee, it seems, intended to have 
the action of the House upon the resolution in favor 
of the claimant, and that the papers should be 
t will be for the 
| House to determine what course it will take upon 
the subject. 
Mr. HAVEN. I could not hear what the gen- 
| tleman from Indiana said. I desire to know if he 


|| supposes that the Secretary has power, under 


| 
| 


} 


| existing law, to act upon the subject without our 
, conferring on him additional power? 

| Mr. EDDY. I suppose he has. 

| Mr. HAVEN. If thatis so, we may as well 
| pass the resolution, as it is not a joint resolution, 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 


||, question will be upon the adoption of the resolu- 
By unanimous consent, the bill was read twice | 


uon. 

Mr. COBB. I ask the 
what act is referred to? 

Mr. EDDY. I will explain. Lieutenant Isaac 
Bowman was a lieutenant in the [linois regiment, 
under the command of General George Roger- 
stock. From the evidence before the committee, 
there can scarcely be the shadow of a doubt bat 


that the services for which the claimis made were | 
performed by Lieutenant Bowman in that regi- 
ment, and performed for a period which should | 


I ask leave of the Houseto make | 


This is the resolution in which the committee | 
concurred, and which they reported to the House. || 
|. The Chair did not understand that a vote was to | 


| and [ask the unanimous consent of the House 


| bill read for information. 


'| ported into any port of the United States from an 


|| the merchandise is to be immediately delivered, i: 
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Se 
| entitle him to a pension under the act of 1832, | 
| Suppose it is scarcely necessary to go into the his. 
tory of thecase now. [Criesof‘ No!” «Nop 
Not one of the committee to whom the case was 
referred entertained a doubt of the justice of the 
claim. It was a clear one; and the claimant jg a 
rae meritorious man. 
he resolution was then agreed to. 


| DUTIES ON FOREIGN MERCHANDIsg, 


Mr. FULLER. I have a Senate bill here (N, 
245) which | desire to have put upon its . 





for that purpose. It is a bill for the purpose of 
| facilitating the payment in specie of duties on the 
importation of foreign merchandise, as it see 
that serious inconvenience exists under the pres, 
entlaw. Itisa bill ‘to amend the provisions 
| of the fifty-sixth section of the act entitled * An ae 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,’ approved 2d March, 1799.’ 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let us hear the 


The bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. 
It provides that whenever merchandise is jm. 


foreign country, in vessels propelled, in whole or 
in part, by steam, and when it shall appear tha 
such merchandise is to be delivered immediate| 

after the entry of the vessel, it shall be lawful for 
the collector of the customs to take possession of 
said merchandise, and deposit the same in a bonded 
warehouse; and whenever it shall not appear that 





shall be lawful for the collector of customs to take 
possession of the same and deposit it in any 
bonded warehouse at the request of the owner, 
master, or consignee of the vessel, om three days’ 
| notice from such collector. 

Mr. DISNEY. | object to the consideration of 
the bill. 7 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi. I do not wish 
| to inflict a speech upon the House, and I ask the 
privilege of printing one. 

No objection being made, leave was granted, 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS SINE DIE. 

Mr. ORR. 1 ask leave to submit a report 
from the committee of conference on the disagree. 
ing votes of the two Houses on the joint resolution 
fixing the day of adjournment of the present ses- 





The report was read, as follows: 


The committee of conference have met, and, after a full 
and free consultation, have agreed to recommend that the 
House of Representatives recede from their original resolu- 

|| tion; and that the Senate recede from their amendment 
|| thereto; and that the President of the Senate, and the 
Speaker of the House, do severally adjourn their respective 
Houses sine die on Friday, the fourth day of August next, 
at twelve o’clock, m. 


Mr. ORR. The committee had a very long 
conference, and agreed upon the report which has 
been just read at the Clerk’s table. The mem- 
bers of this body are as well prepared, I presume, 


| to vote on this question now as they would be 


gentleman from Indiana 


after a further debate. The usual practice in this 

matter is, I believe, to demand the previous ques- 
|| tion on the concurrence in every report from a com- 
| mittee of conference. And-I therefore demand 
the question on concurring in this report. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
report of the committee of conference upon the 
table, and I hope it will be nailed there; and if 
the House would allow me, I could give the res- 
sons. 

| Mr. ROBBINS. 

that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. jt 
The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 50, nays 114; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs, Aiken, Banks, Belcher, Campbell, Cat- 
| nter, Chandler, Clark, Cobb, John G. Davis, Disney, 
y, English Everhart, Florence, Fuller, Green, Hen- 

dricks, Henn, Hittyer, Hu , Ingersoll, G 

Roland Jones, Lindley, Lindsley, MceMullin, Mace, Macy, 

Maxwell, Mayall, Stmith'Miller, Noble, Parker, Bishop Pet- 

kins, Pratt, Richa ; Ri . Rowe, Sabin, Shannon, 

Frederick P. Stantog, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 

vens, David Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, 

Upham, Vail, and Vansaot—50. ¥ 
_ NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis 

‘Allen, Appleton, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Bell, Beo- 

‘| nett, Benson, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Caruthers, 

|| Chamberlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, 
Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, 

‘| Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dowdell, East- 

man, Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, 

Ewing, Farley, Fauikuer, Fenton, Flagler, roan 

Gamble, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Sampsoa 


I ask the yeasand nays upon 


W. Jones, 
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Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hies- 
ter, Hill, Houston, Howe, Johnson, Daniet T. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kerr, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Lathan, Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, MeDougall, McNair, 
Matteson May, Middleswarth, Jobn G. Miller, Morgan, 
Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, |] d ed 
Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Preston, || W88 adopted. . cae : 
Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Robbins, |) Mr, ORR® I rise toa privileged question. I || 
Ruffin, Rassell, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Gerrit Smith, Sam- || move that the vote by which the report was || 


el A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, George || . 
W. Smyth, Alexander H. Stephens, John J. Taylor, John | adopted be reconsidered, and that the motion to 
c | reconsider lie upon the table 


L. Taylor, Trout, Wade, Walley, Walsh, Ellihu B. Wash- : 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


barne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, and |) 
Zollicoffer—114. ‘ | CHANGE IN THE HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. HENN. lask the unanimous consent of 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
The question then recurred upon seconding the || the House to submit the following resolution: 
Resolved, That when this Hous€ adjourns on Monday 


call for the previous question. 
Mr. ORR demanded tellers thereon. next, it adjourn to meet at eleven o’clock, a. m., on Wed- || 
nesday, the 5th instant, and that thereafter the regular hour 


| 
i 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Rospsins and || ® 
Corwin were appointed. | ae ae shali be eleven o’clock, a. m., until | 
The House was then divided; and the tellérs | er 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


d 75 in the affirmative, and 66 in the nega- 
eat 2 : T" Mr. HAVEN. | desire to make an appeal to | 


es the previous question was seconded. the House. ; lam aware that it is hot weather, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the yeas | and that it is Saturday afternoon. But | wish, || 
and nays upon ordering the main question? | nevertheless, to ask the House to gointo theCom- || 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and || 
Mr. McMULLIN. 1 desire to know if it will take up the civil and diplomatic bill. If members | 

4 will agree to do it, we can finish that bill to-day. 


be in order to move to reject the report of the 
committee of conference, and raise a new com- Mr. SEWARD. I hope that the House will |, 
| do no such thing. 


ittee? 
The SPEAKER. If the House refuse to || Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House || 
: : ae | resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
eee the report of the aa anaes noe rer =H House on the Private Calendar. I will tell the | 
mM Me MULLIN. W i. 8 Tadd ate oti House, that, having fixed the day for the final | 
r. Mel 3 ell, sir, | give notice || *2°48°> ’ 8 

that, if the report be rejected, | shall make that eee be —~] Comainnse’ ot Wirgd-ass | 
motion. ; 

The question was then put upon ordering the | Means, that the whole time of the House must be 
main question; and it was decided in the affirma- || appropriated to the consideration of the business 
tive—yeas 102, nays 63; as follows: | of that committee. The appropriation bills are 

YEAS—Mesers. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Wil- || a have ie se time and aeorenns to the neg- 
jis Allen, Appleton, David J. Bailey, Banks, Barks- ect of the enera business o _the country. 
dale, Bell, Bennett, Benson, Breckinridge, Bridges, Car- The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
ice Kina canada eter corm: | Mr. CAMPBELL. | 1 think wehad bee ke 

- ( er om - : . . - 
as Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dowdell, Edmands, the question at once. If this discussion proceeds, 
Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Ewing, Farley, the whole day may be occupied by it. 
Fenton, Flagler, Franklin, Gamble, Greenwood, Aaron The question was taken; and Mr. McMutun’s 
Harlan, Sampson Ww. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hill, Hous- motion was agreed to; there being, ona division— 
ayes 79, noes 51. 


ton, Howe, Johnson, Daniel 'T’. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
The House accordingly resolved itself into a 


Bishop Perkins, Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Thomas | 
Ritchey, Rowe, Sabin, Shannon, Frederick P. Stanton, | 
Richard’ H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, 
Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Vail, Vansant, and Wells—54. 


So the report of the committee of conference 


| 


1 object. 





Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Leteher, 
Lindley, McCulloch, McNair, Matteson, May, Middles- 
warth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Modecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, 
Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Gerrit | 
Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. | 
Sinith, George W. Smyth, Alexander H. Stephens, John |) 
L. Taylor, Trout, Wade, Walley, Eilihu B. Washburne, || 
eed John Wentworth, Yates, and Zollicof- | 
er—102. 


Calendar, (Mr. Watery in the chair.) 


RICHARD W. MEADE, DECEASED. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question under con- | 
sideration when the committee rose was the bill 
| for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives 








NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Belcher, Brooks, Camp- ||  eeens: W. Meade, deceased, on which, by | 
bell, Caskie, Clark, Cobb, John G. Davis, Disney, East- || order of the House, general debate has been 
man, Eddy, English, Everhart, Florence, Fuller, Goode, || closed. The gentleman from Pennsylvania {Mr. 
caret Seen, eeeieaitenaen or coe teee Hili- || Cuanpier) having reported the bill, is, under 
t, Hughes, Ingersoll, George VV. Jones, Roland Jones, || the rule, entitled to address the committee an hour 
Lilly, Lindsley, McMullin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, | 2 : > . : 4 
Smith Miller, Millson, Noble,’ Andrew Oliver, Parker, || _Mr. CHAN DLER, The history of the claim of 
Bishop Perkins, Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Thomas || Richard W. Meade is the argument in its favor. 
oo — xe F wy omy de aa | When I presented the case to the committee, 
char - Stanton estor L. Stevens avi tuart, John | ; i i ! 
J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, 1] snap Ue ware, I took Gocneiae. (0. ctnte how the 
Vail, Vansant, Walsh, and Wells—63. || claim originated, and how it came to be, in my 
So the main question was ordered to be put, opinion, and the opinion of the Committee on 
being upon adopting the report of the committee || Foreign Affairs, a chim on the Treasury of the 
of eouferenes. | United States. I shall disturb nobody if I partly 
|| repeat that statement by declaring that the Gov- 
a. wine Semneniod ot Li and nays. || ernments of Spain and the United States nego- 
yeas y as . . || tiated a treaty, of February 22, 1810, in which the 
The question was taken; and it was decided in : : 
che afirendtiva= vee 114. dave 54: sa fol . || Government of the United States agreed to settle 
Seika. mee ead > oa "i wo || and pay all claims which our citizens should have 
> rombie, Aiken, James C. n, || : ; i 
David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Bell, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, % shat Um PGS Spain, provided :(Rat. theae 
Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Carpenter,Caruthers,Cham. | Claims had been filed in the Department of State. 
berlain, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Cling- || That treaty included the claim of Richard W. 
man, Colquitt, Conk, Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cul. || Meade. 
dell. Sachets. Ea ieee tee he ee ee || _ Another article of the treaty was, that if both 
English, Ewing, Farley, Faulkner. Fenton, Flagler, Frank. | Governments did not ratify that treaty, it should, 
iin, Gomtte, Grosawend, Adon Barten, Gompece W.Har- || at the termination of six months, cease to be 
is, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Houston, || bindj i 
Howe, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kid. | ore aps? either party. On the 22d August, 
well, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, |, P20, owing to the convulsions of that Govern- | 
Lilly, McCulloch, Matteson, May, Middieswarth, John G. || ment, had failed to comply with that last men- 
a Moca, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Olds, | tioned article of the treaty, and it fell. Richard 
Pheips, Powell, P See are {Pack | W. Meade then renewed his negotiation with the | 
David Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Russell Sage, Sapp, Sew’ | Spanish Government, asking for a liquidation of 
ard, Shaw, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, | this claim. A portion of this claim was allowed, 
Witten 3. Senith, Alexander a. Supbens, iche J. Taylor, and an order given him upon the treasury of the 
° J niei G. . . : Ah 
ley, Walsh, Eilibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, John || ins for the paymentof it. After that negotiation, 
entworth, Yates, and Zollicoffer—114. , after the settlement of that claim, and after its 
NAYS—Mesars. Ashe, Banks, Belcher, Campbell, Cas- liquidation, and the signing of an order u 
kie, Clark, Cobb, John G. Davis, Disney, Eastman, Eddy, || treasury, the two Governments entered anew into | 
Everhart, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Green, Grow, Hen- || sti 
dricks, Henn, Hillyer, Hughes, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, | 2 Negotiation for @ treaty; and that treaty was 
Roland Jones, Lindsley, MeMullin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, i brought before the Cortes of Spain in October, | 


Mayall, Smith Miller, Milison, Noble, Parker, Peckbam, | 


| notice afterwards. 


pon the || 


1820; and when the Cortes were considering it, Mr. | 


595 





Meade himself was an applicant to that body for 
the payment of his debt. Very wisely a member 
of that Cortes asked whether the new treaty also 
included the claim of Mr. Meade? Because it wasa 
large claim, and because it was necessary to settle 
all matters, a committee was appointed to wait 
upon the American Minister to ask him whether 
the claim of Mr. Meade was included in this treaty, 
as it was in the last treaty—this one being the 
same except in oue of its provisions, which I shall 
The answer that committee 
brought back to the Cortes was, that the claim of 
Mr. Meade was included in this treaty, and that 
the Government of the United States by. that 
pledge relieved Spain from the payment of the 
debt. On these grounds the Cortes of Spain rec- 
ommended to the King the ratification of the 
treaty, and on these grounds the King of Spain 
did ratify it. * 

I hold in my hands the letter of one of the 
members of that Cortes, alluding tothe matter. Mr. 
Guerra, who had been a member of the Cortes, and 
a special agent to whom the neny had been re- 
ferred, in a deposition taken at Philadelphia before 
Francis Hopkinson, deposes and says: 


*“‘ The said Joseph Moreno Guerra, on his solemn oath, 
doth depose and say: That he is a native of the town of 
Rumbia, province of Cordova, Andalusia, in Spain, and is 
aged about forty-six years and upwards; that he was duly 
elected, from his native province, a deputy to the National 
Cortes of Spain,in the year 1820, for that and the follow- 
ing year, 1821; and that the said Cortes assembied at 
Madrid on the 7th day of July, 1820; that on or about the 
beginning of October, in the saine year, the Cortes discussed 
the question relating to the treaty signed during the year 
before, at the city of Washington, between Spain and the 
United States of America, involving a cession of the two 


| Floridas. At the same time a special committee, to whom 
| the business of that treaty had been referred, made a report 
| on a memorial previously presented by the agent of Richard 
| W. Meade, of Philadelphia, in the United States, claiming 
| an appropriation for the payment of a sum acknowledged 
| to be due him by his majesty the King of Spain. 

| ‘This committee, in their report, informed the Cortes 


| that, in order to decide definitively upon the claim of the 
memorialist, it was necessary to ascertain whether the 

amount of money due to Richard W. Meade, and to those 
| who were represented by him, had been included among 
| those claims which the Government of the United States 
| undertook to pay, and from which it was wholly to exen- 
| erate Spain; for, if this should not prove to have been 
| done, the debt owing to Richard W. Meade, in particular, 


Committee of the Whole House on the Private || ought immediately to be paid, as it was considered a na- 


| tional debt, arising either directly out of contracts, or from 
the consequences of contracts, made by him in aid of the 
libertv and independence of Spain at the most critica! peri- 
ods of the Revolution; that at the periods of those contracts, 
and in the full confidence that they would be fulfilled, the 
services of Meade had been of the most important kind ; 
| and that the sum for which payment was required had been 
| liquidated and fixed by a special commission of councilors 
appointed for that purpose by his Majesty, the King, who 
| had subsequently sanctioned and approved the settlement. 
In consequence of this report of the committee, it was 
proposed in the Cortes to address an official Jeter to the 3eec- 
| retary of State, to ascertain whether or not the sim then 
| claimed in the memorial above-mentioned had been in- 
| cluded among those which the United States undertook to 
discharge. Such letter was accordingly written by the 
| Secretary of the Cortes, in the usual manner, and a reply 
from the Secretary of State was received, stating distinctly 
that the debt due to Richard W. Meade was expressly in- 
| cluded in the treaty{ that the nature and amount of said 
| debt were well known to the Government of the United 
| States, as the same had been officially communicated to the 
| American Minister residing at Madrid; but that the same 
| Government of the United States required the large ces- 
sions of lands made to the Duke of Alagon, Count Panon 
| Rostro, and Mr. Vargas, to be cancelled, considering the 
| entire Floridas appropriated to the payment of the claims 
| of its citizens upon the Spanish Government. In order to 
| avoid any possible misunderstanding or mistake upon this 
| subject, it was proposed in the Cortes that a committee of 
| two of its members should be appointed to wait on the Min- 
ister of the United States, Mr. Forsyth; and accordingly 
| this deponent, with Mr. Thomas Jsturio, member of the 
| city Cadiz, were appointed, did wait on Mr. Forsyth, and 
| obtained from that gentleman the clear and distinct assur 
| ance that the debt due to Richard W. Meade would cer- 
| tainly be paid to him by the United States, if the treaty 
| were ratified by the Spanish Government, and the cessions 
| above-mentioned totally annulled. - 
‘And this deponent solemnly declares that these assur- 


ances, thus conveyed to the Cortes, and these assurances 





| only, induced that body to annul the grants of land in the 
Floride.s, two ef which had been acknowledged vali¢ in the 
treaty itself; that had not vse Cortes been perfectly satis- 
| fied by these solemn aseurances that the national debt (as it 
| was regarded) due to Richard W. Meade, would be fully 
| paid by the United States, it would not have consented to 
| vacate those grants of land, as far as respected the United 
| States, but would have vacated them as respects individuals 
| to whom they had been made, reserving them to the Span- 
ish nation by the law of reversion, for the express purpose 
of paying, by them, the debt due to the said Richard W. 
| Meade, either by their transfer to said Meade, or by sale 
| and with the product thereof would have paid the debt and 
| interest. 
| Jn this debt to the said Meade, the deponent says that 
the Cortes took a particujar interest, a8 it arose from con- 
tracts, the most of which had been sanctioned by the 
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former Cortes, which sat in Cadiz during the years 1811 
and 1612. The 
see such engagements complied with ; and the said Meade 
was eoadiattel as more than commonly meritorious, havin 

been unjustly persecuted on account of the services he ha 

rendered the Spanish nation. 
the Cortes founded their right tu vacate, as to the individ- 
ual grantees, the cessions of land in Florida above referred 
to, and to reserve them for the nation, to be devoted to any 
ai ae that might be deemed just and proper, upon the 


The deponent adds, that 


Cortes deemed itself especially boupd to | 


w called reversion and incorporation, well known in the | 


history and iegislation of Spain since the fourteenth cen- 


tury—-a law which converts into national property what- | 
ever the prodigality of the monarchs might confer on their | 


favorites, as huppened with those termed Enrequenas, and 
with many others.’’ 

The whole of the deposition goes to 
fully and distinetly that that was theun 
of the Cortes. 
Alvaro Flores Estrade, is to the same effect; and 
there are still othera which likewise go to prove 
the same. Don Alvaro Flores Estrade deposes 


erstanding 


that he is in possession of most indisputable proof 


that the Cortes of Madrid acceded to the ces- 
sion of the Floridas on the basis that the claim 
of Richard W. Meade should be satisfied by the 
Government of the United States. It should be 
known, and | desire gentlemen who feel an inte- 
rest in. the matter to note, that the first treaty, the 
treaty of February 22, 1819, ceded to the United 
States the two Floridas; but, of course, did not 
cede with them the private rights, the fee-simple, 
which had been granted to three distinguished 
Spaniards. But, between the negotiations of 1819 
and those of 1820, the Cortes of Spain, by the 
exercise of a power granted to them by an old 
law of that country, took back the lands which 
the King of Spain had granted to these three no- 
biemen, and included them in the grant of the 
Floridas to the United States; and that is what 
this deponent alludes to when he says that, hav- 
ing withdrawn the land from these individuals, 
and having included it in the cession made to 
the United States, Richard W. Meade was 
to be, as if he had said therefore he was to be, 
aid the full amount of money due to him from 
Spain by the Government of the United States 
because of such an extraordinary grant of the 
best lands in Florida. 

Mr. Chairman, I have examined this claim with 


nother deposition, that of Don | 


es most | 


THE CO 
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the claim igcludedhin the treaty. The Secretary of 
State of the United States undertook the affair. 
He addressed our Minister at the court of Spain 


/to call upon the Government and demand the 


vouchers. The Spanish Government delayed, 
and stood upon its dignity—a very small standing 


GLOBE. 





_ greater certainty in our ultimate decision. If 
| power, from the proofs as they now exist, as to 


pointit proved, but the Government finally yielded, | 


and promised to supply them. 

She sent her orders to the several officers to 
supply the American Minister with the vouchers 
from the courts. Those orders were reluctantly 
given, and were very tardily obeyed. No vouchers 
came. Mr. Meade grew restive. The Govern- 
ment again interfered. Our Minister there, at 
length, when the commission was approaching its 
termination, again interfered, and the Spanish 
Government offered a part of it, and pleaded, as 
an excuse for not giving the whole, that there 
was a great deal of difficulty in complying with 
the demand, from the fact that the eourt had 
changed from Seville to Cadiz, and thence to 
Madrid, so that the whole archives of those 
courts were in confusion. They found it difficult, 
they found it impossible, at that time, to supply 
the vouchers. The vouchers were necessary, 
absolutely necessary, to establish the claim. 

Mean time, as I have said, the time when this 
commission was to expire grew near. The law 
which gave it existence, gave it existence only for 
such a time. 
Meade, confessing that, in their judgment, theclaim 
was just, but at the same time denying the proof 
of that justice. «Ifit was founded upon justice, un- 
doubtedly. But the time to which the commission 


was limited in its existence expired, the money | 


was distributed among the other claimants, and 
Mr. Meade was left to seek justice from other 
sources. 
commission is worth reading. He speaks of it as 
a just claim, but states that it was impossible for 


want of these proofs. 

These vouchers did not make their appearance; 
but is that any excuse for not doing justice to this 
claimant? Suppose Spain had, in the progress of 


|| events, refused to give up the Floridas. Suppose, 


more care than I usually give to cases of this kind. | 


I have examined it with the assistance of a law- 
yer’seyes. I have examined it with a conscien- 
tious desire to bring to this House nothing more 


than was justice, and nothing more than what I | 
should endeavor to do, in al! honesty, to persuade | 
this House of the amount justly due to theclaim- | 


ant. When this was decided in Spain when the 


treaty was signed, it was generally understood | 
that Mr. Meade had no longer any claim upon | 


the Government of Spain. 
of course, arose from are 
Cortes and the action of that body. He returned, 
at once to this country, and made arrangements 
to present his claims before the commission ap- 
pointed in pursuance of the 
treaty. At the proper time he called upon the 
commissioners—or waited upon that court, which 
is & more proper expression—with his claim. 
After some consideration, they asked him for the 


The understanding, 


ort of the committee of 


ayer of that | 


vouchers of his claim. He presented to them the || 
order upon the Treasury, signed by the King of | 


Spain. He presented it to them with the same 
confidence that you would present to the Treasury 
of the United States any token of indebtedness; 


| 


} 


after reflection, she had come to the conclusion | 


The board wrote a letter to Mr. | 


| the language. 
| vits presented in the report than the assertions of 
| four or five of the members of the Cortes that, 


i} 


The letter from the chairman of the | 


July 


1, 


CAlise, jf 
shall have 
we can 

procure more, we inust come to the best conclus 


and for that purpose am wi to continue the 
we can procure more evidence, it is well; we 


ion in ou 
Of the cladmeand choaztent of allowance? eae 


Why, if Mr. Meade had no claim, if he Waa 
not included in the cession, was Judge Whi, 
Willing to allow him to take measures, or them 1, 
take measures, to provethe claim? If he believed 
that Mr. Meade was not included in it; if Judge 
White believed that he had no claim on them } 
the agfeement of the Cortes of Spain and our Min. 
ister, their duty, his duty would have been—ang 
none knew it better than Judge White—to rejeo, 
the whole concern, and reject it whether right o; 
wrong, good or bad, faithful or unfaithful, , 
should havesaid, ‘*‘ We have nothing to do with jt. 
The whole question is between Mr. Meade an 
the Government of Spain; and Mr. Meade ang 
the Government of Spain must make a settlemen; 
of it.”” This must strike the attention of ey 
gentleman who hears me. They admitted that he 
was included if he had a claim on Spain; | asser 
that he had a claim, and now ask, by the bill I have 
presaned that he may be allowed to prove that he 
had. . 

Now, sir, lam aware—lI hear it while I am 
talking—I am aware that while I have quoted to 


this committee the language of the members of 


the Cortes, there is objection made that Mr. For. 
syth, our Minister at the time to Spain, does no 
agree to it; that he does not think that that was 
Nothing is more clear in the affida- 


on the understanding of the Spanish Cortes, the 
a King was authorized to ratify the treaty 
of 1819, which was renewed in 1820. And, sir, 
an honorable gentleman, a month or two since, 


my net _ asserted on this floor that Mr. Forsyth did no 
the commission to allow it, in consequence of the | 


allow that any such agreement had been made, 


| Mr. Forsyth, after his return, and when this 


| 


1} 


} 
| 


that it would be better for her to retain possession | 
of them, and sell the fee-simples out to purchas- | 


ers. They would have been valuable. 
Spain had done this, everybody knows that an 
appeal to arms to enforce the treaty would have 
been the result. 

Now, sir, I believe that no one part of a treaty 
is more binding upon the parties than another. 
And it was the daty of this Government, when it 
had madea treaty, to enforce it in all its provisions. 
It was not only our duty to insist upon the giving 
up of the Floridas by Spain, but it was our duty 
to insist upon the carrying out in every respectall 
the stipulations contained in the treaty. 
those stipulations was that Spain should give up 
these vouchers; and it was the duty of the Gov- 


But if | 


matter had come into discussion between the Sec- 
retary of State and the Marquis de Case Yrujo, 


| bore this testimony: 


‘* Richard W. Meade having submitted to my examina. 
tion a deposition of Joseph Moreno de Guerra, dated a 
Philadelphia, the 23d day of April, 1824, and taken before 
Francis Hopkinson, and by him reduced to writing: On 
that part of the deposition which relates to myself, [ cer- 
tify that | have no recollection of any conversation with 
Joseph Moreno de Guerra and Thomas Isturio, both of 


| whom were deputies of the Cortes in 1820, in relation w 
| Mr. Meade’s claim. No persons ever presented themselves 


to me, as a committee of the Spanish Cortes, during my 


|, residence in Madrid as the Minister of the United States, 
| If f ever had any conversation with those deputies on the 


| 


ne of | 


ernment to insist upon their being given up. Spain |; 


held these vouchers, which were against herself. 


| But Spain delayed—this Government delayed— 


a Treasury note, or any certificate of loan, signed |, 


by the proper officer of this Government. 


the commissioners hesitated. They said: ‘‘ These || 


are not the vouchers of the original debt; and the 
law, which is based upon that treaty, the treaty 
itself, gives us the right to claim those vouchers. ”’ 
They did claim them. 


r. Meade, pursuing his rights, addressed a || 
letter to the Spanish Minister, asking him to sup- | 
ply him with the ways and means of presenting | 


those vouchers, that he might lay them 
commission. 


fore the || 
Indignant at the insult, as he con- || 


sidered it; indignant that any one should refuse | 


to comply with the order, and dare to go behind 
the record, he refused. The court was al! the 
time acting—or, what is more like a commis- 
sion—was waiting for the supply of these vouch- 
ers, that they mi Fh decide upon the credit of that 
claim. They had ceased to doubt that it was in- 
cluded, but they thought they had the right to 
demand the vouchers; and the fact that they de- 


manded the vouchers is proof that they considered: 





But || 


the commission delayed. Mr. Meade, however, 
did not delay. He was early, constant, and un- 
failing in his applications for these vouchers. 


But, sir, they were, as I said,delayed. The com-4 
mission delayed. They met one day, anddid not | 


meet another day. At the end of eight months 
they had done something. At the end of a year 
they had done something more, and so it went on. 
Mr. Meade suffered by the negligence of the com- 
mission, and suffered still more from the negligence 
of his own Government to enforce the treaty. 
They were bound to enforce it; and shall we allow 
them to take advantage of their own error? Shall 
we allow the Government to do what would not 
be allowed between individuals ? 


Mr. White, the president of the board of com- || 


missioners, said: 


**T cannot see that anything has been either said or done 
by any of those officers, by which this claim is to be treate 
different from what it would have been if they had been 
entirely ignorant of this award at the time the treaty was 
finally ratified. Ajithough I am unwilling to trust this evi- 
dence as at present furnishing any evidence of the validity 
of these captracts, their terms, or the extent of compensa- 
tion for a violation of thei, yet, believing as I.do, from the 
other testimony, that Mr. Meade has a well founded claim, 
or at least a claim which the Spanish Government consid- 
ered well founded, I am perfectly willing to require any 
document from that Government which there is reason to 
think they possess which will elucidate those transactions; 


| 


} 
i 
| 
| 
1} 


} 
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| express. 


subject of the Florida treaty, I am entirely unconscious 
that they spoKe with me by the authority of that body, or 
that any importance was attached to the opinion I might 

It is proper to add, that I should have stated, 
on such application, that I believe Mr. Meade’s claim 
was provided for in the treaty of cession. This opinion 
was freely expressed to all who conversed with me, and 
may have been, and no doubt was, to Joseph Moreno de 
Guerra, in the presence of Mr. Isturio. The only conver- 
sation I distinctly recollect was held with Martinez de la 
Rosa, also a deputy of the Cortes, and of the commission 
to whom was referred the treaty of 1819. 

** Having learned, by accident, that an attempt was about 
to be made to make a distinction favorable to Meade, be- 
tween his claim and the claims of other persons embraced 
in the treaty, I expressed my conviction to Mr. De la Rosa 


| that the claim was just, and was provided for by the treaty, 
| but that it ought to be left to share the same fate, as to its 


payment, with the equally just claims of other citizens 0! 
the United States. The Cortes deliberated in secret ses- 
sion on the subject of the treaty of 1819, and of Mr. Meade’s 
claim. The little information I could obtain of what was 


| done was communicated to my own Government, and is on 


file in the Department of State. From the nature of the case, 
I did not consider myself at all answerable for the correct: 
ness of the information ured and communicated. 

‘© The conversation I had with Mr. Dela Rosa was nol 
considered by me as of sufficient importance to be communi. 
cated to the Secretary of 8 in any of my letters written 
at Madrid; nor has it ever Wen stated in writing to the 
Department since my return home. : 

‘*T wish it to be clearly understood that [ do not question 
the accuracy of Joseph Moreno de Guerra’s statement fur- 
ther than relates to my conversing with him and Mr. Istu- 
rio as a committee Cortes. The Cortes may have 
given them such a commission, and the conversation may 
have been held in consequence thereof; if it was, I have 
no recollection of it, and do not know that they were con- 
versing with me officially, and certainly did not say more 
cae that Mr. Meade’s claim was included in the treaty of 
1819.” 


Mr. Forsyth says, in this affidavit, that no 
persons ever called upon him as members of the 


Cortes. Three or four gentlemen called upon him, 
but he does not know that he stated what they 
said years afterward he did state. He thinks 


thai he told them that he asserted it only as Mr. 
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Forsyth, and not as his Excellency the American | 
Minister. 


| 


claim was included, show it was tantamount to 
saying, although I did say what they attribyte to 
me, yet it was only upon my honor as a man, 
and not upon my dignity as a Minister. He 
says: 

“If Lever had any conversation with those deputies on 
the subject of the Florida treaty, 1 am entirely unconscious | 
that they spoke with me by the authority of that body, or 
that any importance was attached to the opinion | might 
express. IT 18 PROPER TO ADD, THAT I SHOULD RAVE 
STATED, ON SUCH APPLICATION, THAT I BELIEVE MR. 
Meabe’s CLAIM WAS PROVIDED FOR IN THE TREATY OF | 
cession.” * 

He says, though I do not remember that I had 
any conversation with these gentlemen as mem- 
bers of the Cortes, yet, talking to them as gentle- 
men, | certainly should have told them that Mr. 
Meade’s claim was included in the cession. He 
stated this as a man occupying a prominent posi- 
tion in Spain, not as Minister, but as a distin- 

uished gentleman of the United States express- 
ing his opinion. Does Mr. Forsyth mean that | 
he would assert that as a man which he would 
contradict as an officer? Surely he would not. 

Mr. EWING. Do I understand the gentleman 
to say Mr. Forsyth stated that he made this dec- | 
laration ? 

Mr.CHANDLER. Yes,sir. I have another 
note in the affidavit of Mr. Forsyth, which I will 
read: 

‘‘[ wish it to be clearly understood that I do not ques- 
tion the accuracy of Joseph Moreno de Guerra’s statement 
further than relates to my conversing with him and Mr. | 
Isturio as a committee from the Cortes. The Cortes may 
have given them such a commission, and the conversation 
may have been held in consequence thereof; if it was, I 
have no recollection of it, and do not know that they were 
conversing with me officially, and certainly did not say 
more than that Mr. Meade’s claim was included in the | 
treaty of 1619.” 

Mr. COX. My recollection of the matter | 
which gave rise to the inquiry of my colleague is: | 
Mr. Forsyth states that he recollects no conver- 
sation whatever; and if he did have a conversa- 
tion, that he used the language attributed to him 
in a private capacity. at is my recollection; | 
and if I am at fault, | would like to have it cor- 
rected. us 

Mr. CHANDLER. The,opinion was freely | 
expressed that he believed Mr. Meade’s claim | 
was approved. 

Mr. COX. He does not say that he recoliects 
having any conversation with them at all, at any | 
time. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Let the gentleman take | 
his own case. If we were talking about a ques- | 
tion which interests a hundred persons, the gen- 
tleman does not talk with me alone, but he talks | 
with the ninety-nine other persons. I continue to 
cite from his testimony: 


‘The only conversation | distinctly recollect was held | 


i 


with Martinez de la Rosa, also a deputy of the Cortes, and | 
of the commission to whom was referred the treaty of | 
1819. Having learned by accident that an d€empt was | 
about to be made to make a distinction favorable to Meade, 

between his claim and'the claims of other persons embraced , 
in the treaty, | expressed my conviction to Mr. de la Roea | 
that the claim was just; and was provided for by the treaty.” | 

I expressed my opinion, he says, that the claim 
of Richard Meade was just, and that it was pro- | 
vided for in the treaty! Why then was it not 
mentioned? Let us hear! ‘I expressed my con- 
viction,’’ he says, ‘‘that it was jast, and was 
pore for in the treaty, but that it ought to be 
eft to share the same fate, as to its payment, with 
the equally just claims of other citizens of the 
United States.’’ And thus he admits that Mr. | 
Meade’sclaim was included. But he was anxious, 
as a public officer, not to make any official admis- | 
sion which should place Mr. Meade on a footing | 
ae to that of any other American claimant. | 

e only ask that he may be allowed to occupy 
the level of all the claimants—of those whose || 
claims were admitted—and paid pro rata. 

Mr. HOWE. | wish to ask my colleague a 
question on that point. Is this opinion expressed || 
by Mr. Forsyth before or subsequent to the liqui- I 
dation of the claim? 

Mr. CHANDLER. It was subsequent: it was || 
after the treaty, Let me say to the gentleman, | 
(Mr. Howe,] that the liquidation of the claim was |, 
previous to the second treaty, to that treaty which | 
is binding upon us. | 

Mr. HOWE. That is, it was previous to the 
final ratification of the treaty by Spain ? 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


|| declarations. 


\| lars a barrel. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Yes; previous to that. It 


| was made in July, and that ratification took place | 
Does not the fact that he said that Mr. Meade’s || on the 20th of October. 


Mr. HOWE. But what | want to know is, | 
whether this expression of opinion on the part of | 
our Minister, Mr. Forsyth, was befere the liqui- | 
dation of the claim? 


tion of the gendeman. It wasnot. Mr. Forsyth 
expressed his opinion to these gentlemen who 


came to him when they were getting ready to set- | 


tle it, and it was the expression of that opinion 
by Mr. Forsyth, viz: that Mr. Meade was in- 
cluded, that enabled the Cortes to recommend the 
ratification of a treaty. 

Mr. HOWE. The reason why I ask the ques- 
tion is this: I understood the treaty to provide for 
unliquidated claims. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWE, It seems that Mr. Meade went 
to the Spanish authorities and procured a liquida- 
tion of his claim, which was construed by the com- 
missioners, as | understand it, as takigg it with- 
out the provisions of the treaty. That is the 
reason why I asked the question. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The commissioners ad- 
mitted the justice of this claim; the Minister ad- 
mitted it, and admitted also its inclusion in the 
new treaty, when he states that he had no desire 
to have this claim specially mentioned, because he 
would not give him the right to take $390,000 in- 
stead of taking that part to which he would be 
entitled. He did not believe that $5,000,000 would 
pay all the claims; and he had no idea—although 
through him came that treaty—that he should get 
$390,000 in full, while other merchants, claimants, 
might get but sixty, or eighty, or ninety percent. 
of their claims. 
That is why he was held back. Thatis why his 
name was kept out of the treaty. 

Here, then, the report states that Mr. Forsyth 
admits that, in aconversation with these gentlemen, 
he did say that that claim was included in the 
treaty, and he states that if he did not say so to 
them, he did say so to others. 

He admitted that it was a just claim, and was 
included in the treaty. That appears to me to 
be a pretty plain matter. 
this. The whole report, page after page, is full 


|| had been made. 


hat is the secret of the matter, | 


LORE. 


I do not dwell upon | 


of that kind of proof—the best kind of proof to a | 


than your assertions, ‘‘your affidavits,’’ and your 
To every honest and candid mind 
better evidence than so many affidavits and docu- 
ments, setting forth the ‘* whereas,’ 


is the clear and distinct understanding between 
Mr. Forsyth, our Minister, and the committee of 


| the Cortes, who waited on him, that the claim of 


Richard W. Meade was included in the treaty. 
One little objection was made by my friend from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones} afew months since, and it 
was this: That a part of this claim of liquidation, 
a portion of the sum, was for personal imprison- 
ment. Mr. Meade was nota very good friend of 
the Government. He was a republican; and the 
Government was, with all its changes, only differ- 
ent phases of tyranny. There was one claim of 
a hundred thousand barrels of flour, at fifteen dol- 


know that, besides the evils of durance, besides 


_ the evils of a loathsome imprisonment—— 


|| well organized mind. The impression that existed | 
| between the two parties is a better kind of proof 


| 


| 
| 


and the | 
| **wherefore,’’ and the *‘ aforesaid,’’ and so forth, 


indeed, away, but a merchant knows, and any 
man knows, that the greatest damage which the 
ship-owner sustains is demurrage for the non-ful- 
fillment of his voyage. When a ship with a 
large cargo is detained, it is detained at an enor- 
mous expense to the detainer. Let a man agree 


| with a merchant to supply a part of a cargo, and 
Mr. CHANDLER. | misunderstood the ques- | 


delay it a few days, and he will see if the owner 
does not come against him with a large claim for 
damages. The law allows it, and the court will 
award it. 

But gentlemen say that this claim was not 
wholly founded upon a transaction of dollars and 
cents. The peonlionen {Mr. Jongs} did, ! am 
sure, the other day, rely upon the authority of 
John Q. Adams. Inalluding to that very matter, 
Mr. Adams gave a strong opinion, declaring that 
to shut a man up in a stone house is quite as bad 
as to take away his money, 

Mr. Adams, in a letter to the commissioners, 
says: lo 

‘* Of the absolute obligation of this Government to inter 
pose in behalf of their fellow-citizens possessing such 
claims, and imploring the aid of their country to obtain sat- 
isfaction for them, no very subtle or punctilious scrutiny 
[t was the need of the claimant, and not 
the legal classification of his claim, for which the assistance 
of his Government has been solicited. The delay or denial 
of justice, which it was desirable to remedy, was the same, 
whether it was for a wrong committed or a contract broken. 
The claimants have alike been promised that, at the nego- 
tiation of the treaty, their claims would be considered, and 
endeavors made to provide for them, in common with 
others.’ 

Mr. Adams was a strong man,a very strong 
man. He knew, as a statesman as well as a law- 
yer, that a ** tort’ wasas much a matter for set- 
tlement as a robbery of his four. He knew well 
enough, as every man knows, that in making a 
settlement of a matter of that kind, there is as 
large a claim for false imprisonment as for prop- 
erty taken. 

One further remark. Some one said thal the 
claim arose, in part, out ofa purchase of the State 
debt Libramientos, at a less price than the face. 
Without troubling the House at length upon that 
subject, I will simply say that there are probably 
twenty persone within the sound of my voice who 
own stock in the debt of the United States, which 
cost them from ninety-nine to one hundred and 
four cents on the dollar; and iS if any of them 
should go to the Treasury of the United States 
on any day, they will receive one hundred and 
twenty-two cents for it. Why, sir, if the Treas- 
urer should say to him,but I cannot pay you this 
whole amount; you did not pay it yourself, you 
only paid ninety-nine, would the objection hold 

ood? No, sir. The whole amount must be paid 
fon the Treasury, no matter what the man who 
proses it has paid. And the same point will 
old good in reference to this bill. 


But all these objections are useless. I ask the 


|| Clerk to read the bill. 


I say they were not very friendly, | 
| he expressing himself, liberally, and refusing to 

f shell outanother one hundred thousand barrels, and 
| they put him in prison for two years. 
| merchants within the sound of my voice, and they 


There are | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) My 
understanding is, that Mr. Meade was imprisoned | 
under a regular process of the court, for not pay- | 


_ ing over funds which came into his hands as com 


missioner. . 
Mr. CHANDLER. He was so, perhaps, but 


| the subject to which I allude is another matter en- 


tirely. 
I was going on to say that the merchant knows 
that, besides the mortification and evils of that 


The bill was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assemblet, 
That the proper officers of the Treasury be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and directed to settle the claim of the 
legal representives of Richard W. Meade, on their pro- 
ducing the testimony required by the commission from the 
claimants, under the Florida treaty, which, in the opinion 
of the said officers, shall be satisfactory as establishing said 
claim, according to law and usage. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to pay the 
amount so found due, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That more shall not 
be pai@*than the said Meade would have received out of 
the $5,000,000 appropriated to pay the claimants under the 
Florida treaty, if his claim had been admitted by the com. 
missioners. 


Gentlemen will perceive that by the provisions 
of this bill, in the first place, a commission must 
be 7 pe by the Government—either consiat- 
ing of the efficers of the Government themselves or 
of others appointed by those officers, Which must 


| examine every claim presented by the heirs of Mr. 


| 
| 


Meade. They must exercise the same ecrutiny 
and the same astuteness that the commission 
which sat here to adjudicate upon hese claims 
would have done. That will be their duty; and 
instead of allowing the whole sum which is set 


mode of dealing, he would be obstructed thereby | forth in the claime, they may find i, convenient— 
in the management of his commerce, his eye | for — should be convenience, and I hope they 


would be withdrawn from it, and he would sus- | wil 


always go together in this Government—I[ 


tain damage thereby. His ship was also detained, say they may find it convenient to reduce the 


and gentlemen looking carelessly 


at the matter || amount claimed twenty-five or thirty per cent., 


even, would see the result pf it. The ship was | because the claimants may fail to produce the 


|, detained. What then? Thecargo was not taken || vouchers which are necessary to establish their 
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| bread by the sweat of their brow. Whenever 
they get any portion of this claim by our righteous 
decision upon it, they wijl have learned the.value 
of that which they have earned; and they will 
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claim for the whole amount. 
must act, according to the law, the law requires 
that they shall demand vouchers for whatever is— 
claimed, and that they must be produced before 
the commission pass judgment upon it. Sufficient 


July 1, 


heirs be paid, not that they receive a 
that they be allowed to prove their claim 
ers such as the commission would have admitted 

Mr. JONES. 1 move to strike out the enar,, 
ing clause.of this bill. That takes in the whol 
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evidence must be produced in every case to sub- 
stantiate it. If they should be of the opinion that 
he was not imprisoned improperly by the Spanish 
Government, they will not make any allowance 
for it. There is a claim for Spanish serip (Litra- 
mientos) which he is said to have obtained at thirty- 
three and one third per cent. discount. They may 
find it convenient from this fact to reduce that 
item thirty-three and one third percent. Every 
item must be examined with as close and jealous 
acrutiny as it would have been before the com- 
mission had adjudicated upon it. 

| ask gentlemen to understand the nature of the 
provisions of this bill. 


They are not to appro- | 


priate so many hundred thousand dollars unre- | 


servediy to Richard W. Meade. They place so 
much money atthe disposal of the Government to 
adjudicate claims which are made in the name of 
honesty against the Government. Surely there is 
no raan here who would hesitateto dothat. Surely 
there is no man in this committee who would say 


to thie man, we have you in our power, and we |) 
Was not the | 


will fleece you right or wrong. 
claim adjudicated by Spain ?—lam asked. I have 
been arguing that point as to whether the claim 
was not adjudicated prior to the treaty. Admitted; 
but was it not included in the treaty ? 


| the claim ought to be paid. The gentleman from || 
|| Tennessee (Mr. Jones] says that two reports were ., 


W hile I declare to you the settlement was made || 
in June, the treaty was not ratified until October, | 


i also say to you that the conditions of that rati- 
fication were, and I proved ft, that Richard W. 
Meade’s case, whether settled or unsettled, liqui- 
dated or unliquidated, was included in the con- 
tract, and that Spain for giving three grants of 
land, including the best portions of Florida, should 
not be compelled to pay Richard W. Meade. The 
oaths of four members of the Cortes are given in 
proof of that, and the admission of Mr. Forsyth 
is enough to sanction it. 


lam also asked, Has not Meade, subsequent | 


to the ratification, insisted on payment from Spain ? 
1 do not know that he has. 
sued his claim here. 
that, from thetime the commission was established, 
almost ev 
fore us. 


Mr. Meade has pur- | 
All the testimony will show | 


— year, tifis claim has been brought be- | 
he great question is: If the judgment | 


| not eight or ten reports made in favor of thisclaim, 
| containing, substantially, the views and opinions | 


reported by Spain be not inclusive, is not Meade | 
eompelled to prove the original indebtedness? | 


Certainly; and the bill provides for that. I have 


presented no bill which shall take from the Treas- | 


ury of the United States a sum of money to give | 


it to somebody because he claims; not at all. 
have presented a bill which makes an appropria- 
tion to pay any sum of money which just and 
righteous men shall declare, after proof, the Gov- 
ernment owes. That is all. If officers of the 
Treasury bé appointed to investigate the case, I 
ask nothing of them more than 
any other court. I do not wish them to grant 
anything to Richard W. Meade more than to 
other man.,I| only ask that when Richard 
Meade has been apriged of his claim on 

by the action of this Government, and this 
ernment itself has neglected to bring from Spain, 
in pursuance of the treaty, the vouchers for his 
claim, and he has been shut off from petition, that 
the Government, with manly rectitude, with a 
spirit of justice and uprightness, allow this man 
to plead 
itself being the judge. 


would ask of || 


[| 


j 
| 
| 


' 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
! 


is own claim before it, the Government | 
| ers under that treaty show that they believed that 


The feeling has gone abroad that this is anargu- | 


ment to give $300,000 or $400,000 to some 


ew 


ersons. It isnot so, We should do justice as we | 


ove mercy; and our Government should walk up- | 
| in proof that application was made to Spain for 
| the vouchers; but they were not obtained before 


rightly before the world in this as well as all other 
matters, The pamphlet which is presented here 
as the report, shows that there was a doubt even 
about the citizenship of Mr. Meade. I should 
have had better hope of success if he had not 
been acitizen. [fhe had been a foreigner, he would 
have received a liberal and gentlemanly answer. 
But Mr. Meade was an American citizen; and the 
ease here is with one who only claims American 
citizenship; and we stand here from 1822 to 1854, 
daliying, waiting, and hesitating to give his family 
his just dies. Our justice, if it ever comes, will 
eome too late to aid those who have been suf- 
fering most for the want of it. The descendants 
of Mr. Meade, permit me to say, live in the luz- 


| is said there. 
| ment founded on the antiquity of the claim—if it 


W. | 


aon 


| ernment believed, and the American Minister 


| 
| 
} 


|} and made the Government of the United States | 


| 
| 


| 


have earned, I think, all they will get from Con- || 
gress ? 
Mr. EWING. I would inquire of the gentle- || 
man from Pennsylvania how many reports have || 
been made in favor of this claim, and how many | 
against it? 
Mr. CHANDLER. There area great many || 
made in favor, and | believe but two against it. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask if | 
Mr. Crayron did not make a report against the || 
claim ? 
Mr. CHANDLER. 
made a report against it, 
Mr. JONES. Did not Mr. Forsyth report 
against it? He thought that the action of the || 
commission was not conclusive. I ask the gentle- || 
man if there have been more than two reports made || 
in favor of this claim—one by Edward Everett, | 
and the other by Horace Everett? A bill was 
reported again and again by Mr. Archer, of Vir- || 
ginia, when in this House. 4 
Mr.CHANDLER. Mr. Thomas M. Clayton 
made a report against the claim founded only upon 
the decision of the commissioners. Mr. Forsyth 
did the same thing; at the same time, he said that 





Thomas M. Clayton | 


made in favor of it. Does he suppose that the || 
Committee on Foreign Affairs did not make a 
favorable report? Does he suppose that thereare | 


of the gentlemen who made them, and who, after | 
a very careful investigation, expressed their views 

in the reports which they adopted, repeating as || 
sufficiently explicit the reports of former commit- || 
tees? But gentlemen say thesum claimed in this 
case is too large. Is that any reason against the | 
justice of this claim? Does any man assert here || 
that the principle of a claim is to be decided b 
its amount, withholding from the claimants their | 
just rights? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does not the re- | 
port, in express terms, except this claim from the 
treaty? 

Mr. CHANDLER. No, sir. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I object to the gentleman |) 
reading an isolated passage in thatreport. In my 
former remarks, I stated that this could not be 
done. If I said that there was not any inclusion | 
expressed or understood between the parties, the | 
second treaty did not make it. That is all that | 
I protest, also, against an argu- 





is old, it is not the claimant’s fault. Shall we deny || 
justice, and then plead our own denial. Shall we | 
say to the honest claimant, give your claim the ad- | 
vantage of years, that we may deliberate, and then | 
deny justice upon the ground of age? 

r. Chairman, the heirs of Richard W. Meade | 
present themselves here with aclaim upon the Span- 
ish Government, with proof that the Spanish Gov- | 


admitted, that the treaty of 1819 included thatclaim, 


responsible therefor. The testimony of the mem- | 
bers of the Spanish Cortes is ample on this point. 
The admission of Mr. Forsyth is fully corrobo- 
rated, and the action of the American commission- 





Mr. Meade’s was included in this treaty; and their | 
decision establishes the fact, that while his claim | 
was rejected, it was rejected only because he did 
not produce the vouchers required by them. Itis 


the term of the commission closed. It is evident 
that Spain was as ‘much bound under the treaty 
to supply that document, as she was formally to 
cede to our Government the possession of Florida, 
and that our Government failed in its duty to en- 
force that part of the treaty against Spain and in 
favor of Mr. Meade. And thus, by a neglect of 
the Government, either to extend the existence of 
the commission, or enforce the .fulfillment of the 
treaty, Mr. Meade was deprived of his property, 
while the Government has the rich domain which 
it received as a price of Meade’s claim, as well as 
that of others. We ask, then, not that Meade’s | 





” 


1] . 


a of the case, as I understand it; and [ gy), 
mit that motion for the purpose of making a brief 
reply within five minutes, to the remarks of th 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Smiru,] med 


| some time ago. In his reply to my remarks, he 


assumed, in the first place, that Mr. Adams was 
my witness, that I had introduced him here and 
thus congratulated himself that, as he was m, 

witness, I could not discredit him. And then for 
the purpose of breaking the force of Mr. Adams’, 
testimony, the gentleman. says that Mr. Adams 
was a man not of likings and dislikings, but of 
love and hate. And did I understand the gentle. 


|| man from Pennsylvania [Mr. CHanpier] to sq 


just now that Mr. Adams had a view to triumph 
rather than to justice? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I said thathe hada great 
view to triumph. 

Mr. JONES. Did you not say something as 
to his desire to triumph wholly regardless of tesi}. 
mony? 

Mr. CHANDLER. No, I did not. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Pennsyl. 
vania seid that he had greater regard to triumph 
than to justice. Now, I never expected that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania would attempt to 
throw suspicion on that man’s testimony or char. 
acter. But I say to the gentleman from New 
York, that he fell into an error, in supposing that 
Mr. Adams was my witness. 

Here, Mr. Chairman, is the report of the com- 
mittee made in this case. The committee intro. 
duced Mr. Adams here as a witness. They 
brought him forward as a witness, and published, 


' asa part of the testimony on which they rested this 


claim, a letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Salmon, 


| the Spanish representative to this Government, 


From this the gentleman reads an extract, to show 
that Mr. Adams thought that the claim was just, 


| He says, also, that he and I read from the same 


letter. There he was in erroragain. I read from 
Mr. Adams’s letter to Mr. Nelson, our Minister to 
the Court of Spain, and he read from his letter to 


| the Spanish representative to this Government. 


And the letter from Mr. Adams to Mr. Nelson has 


|| never found its way, as far as I can perceive, inio 


any report made to this House. They have slept 


| upon that; but you will find it here in an old 


volume that [ have. Itisdated Washington, 28h 
April, 1823, and the one on which the committee 
reports, is dated 29th April, 1823, and, as I under- 
stand it, the copy of this letter to Mr. Salmon was 
also inclosed to Mr. Nelson, in the one for him. 

But the gentleman from New York quotes from 
this to Mr. Salmon, and he stops at an important 
paragraph. I will not read what he quoted, in 
order to sustain the claim. But if he had con- 
tinued the paragraph, he would have found that 


‘|| Mr. Adams says, Mr. Meade might, with as 


much prdpriety, have purchased in the market at 
its current price, any other order on the funds of 
the royal finance department, and brought it be- 
fore the commissioners as a claim provided for by 


| the treaty, as he could this order—a part of the 


sum constituting which was for interest accrued 
after the treaty had been signed. f 

Now, this same report excludes this case from 
the treaty conclusively. _ 

The committee, in their report, state that the 
character of the claim was changed by the liquids- 
tion of it.by Spain. They say: 

‘This change of the character of the claim, thus com- 
municated to our Government, was se a revocation of 
all prior authority to interpose on behalf of the claimant, 
and a renunciation of any benefit, under any constructio® 
or understanding of the treaty, or that could accrue from ils 
resuscitation at any future period. 

‘* The provisions of the treaty, as signed, under any con- 
struction, were no longer applicable or appropriate to the 
ease. The claim on which the interposition of the Gov- 
ernment had been solicited no longer existed. There wa 
no longer anything, either as to amounf‘or validity, for ad- 
judication. There was nothing left to be done but the pay- 
ment of an acknowledged debt.’’ 


And now, sir, the only mode of getting it back 
is based upon what Mr. Forsyth said upon the 
testimony of two or three Spaniards, whe say 
they were members of the Cortes. I admit, that 
if Mr. Forsyth did say so, he could not change 
the character of the treaty-—— 

(Here the hammer fell.} 
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ig pot only a very large claim against the Govern- 
ment, but it is one which has become very stale. 
Notwithstanding these things, however, if the 
facts were Clear that the Government ought to 
pay it, however great It might be, I should, with- 
out any hesitation, give my voice in its favor. 
When the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
CuanpvEeR,] some weeks ago, presented his views 
so ably to this House, I had my attention directed 
to it, and [ have examined with care and anxiety 
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“Mr. PARKER. This claim, as I understand it, | 


all the documents I could get upon the subject, | 


and, as the result of that examination, I came to 


the conclusion that this is not a claim which this | 


Government ought to = 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise to a 
question of order. The gentleman has not a right 


to speak upen the same side as the gentleman who | 
I claim, as the gentleman is | 


made the motion. 
not going on in order, to make a five minute 
speech in opposition. ; 

Mr. PARKER. 1 shall oppose some things 
said by my-friend who preceded me, and the gen- 
tleman from Georgia will have an opportunity to 
speak afterwards. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 1 claim the right to oppose 
the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. PARKER. I claim the same right. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman is in 
favor of striking out the enacting clause, he is pot 
in order, if nowphe is in order. 

Mr. PARKER. [am not in favor of striking 
out the enacting clause. 
be amended. I think it is a very clear case that 


this Government ought to take this case in hand, | 


but that it ought not to pay the claim out of its 
own pocket. [ look upon it asa clear and un- 
questionable claim against Spain. Had she not 
interposed between the making of the treaty, and 
its ratification, we should have paid it. I think it 
came originally within the puryiew of the treaty. 
But between these periods she thought proper to 
liquidate the claim, and after that, it did not come 
within the provisions of the treaty. 

I think that if Mr. Meade was a citizen of the 
United States—and it appears clear that he was— 
itis one of those cases, especially in these times 
when we are so punctilious in regard to the rights 
and privileges of those whose citizenshipis some- 
what questionable, that we ought to take in hand. 
I have no doubt that there is merit in this claim, 
but if we pay it now, instead of paying $5,000,000 
under the treaty with Spain, we will probably 
have to pay $5,500,000. Whose fault is it that 
the claim is not already paid? Not ours. The 
commission called for the documents as they were 
required to do under the treaty. Spain refused to 
furnish them. She said to us: ‘‘We have exam- 
ined this account, we have designated the amounts 
that are due to Mr. Meade, and all you have to 


I think the bill ought to | 


|| among the claims which our Government had as- | 


1 
| 


| immediately following and closing lines, he scouts | 


|| offered before. 
| of Meade, and also a liquidated one. 





| 


| ments had been in the possession of the Spanish | 


| enforced the provision in question, and would 


| country is such injustice! 


do, is to take our awards and pay them.”’ The || 


commission, however, could not look upon this 
as a sufficient voucher, and refused to allow the 
claim. And there the matter has rested until this 


day. 

Now, sir, f believe this Government should take 
this matter in hand. If there is anything in the 
Black Warrior transaction, if there is anything 
in any of those other transactions of which com- 
plaint has been made, that is wrong, this matter 
is, in my judgment, tenfold more wrong. 

Mr. CLINGMAN here made a remark which 
was not heard by the reporter. 

Mr. PARKER. It would probably be as well 
to settle it in that way as any other. We would 
be justified in taking Cuba, or in taking whatever 
else we could lay our hands upon, for the purpose 
of indemnity for our citizens. When the treaty 
was formed, $5,000,000 was set apart for a specific 
purpose, which the Government of Spain pre- 
vented us from accomplishing though we paid all. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will withdraw 
a motion to strike out the enacting clause of the 

ill. 


out all after the enacting clause, and supply its 
place with the provision to pay $250,000, in’ full 
satisfaction of the claim, and said that the speech 
of the honorable gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. 
Jowes] brought to his mind a passage of the 
Bible: “ He, that is first in his own cause, seem- 
eth just; but his neighbor cometh and searcheth 
him.” Now, I am the neighbor of this gentle- 
man, (Mr. Jones and Mr. Suir sit near each 


| Mr. Adams, believed with Judge White of the 


| ment was hound to pay Meade the whole sum, 





| the other! and concludes that, although Mr. 
| Adams said, in one breath, that the debt is among | 


| latter I admitted was not. 
| insisted on by Mr. Adams. 


| gentieman to say so, in the face of the treaty obli- 


| ligation was as sacred as any other in the treaty; 
; and our Government was as much bound to en- | 
| force it, as to enforce any other. 
| case of half of the claims, the vouchers and docu- | 


| the proofs of that claim. 


| not how much. We alladmitthat Spain believed || 
Mr. SMITH, of New York, moved to strike || 


other,] andI have come to search him. ([Laugh- 





ment, in order to submit a few words in reference 
md || to this claim. ve 

he gentleman from Tennessee finds fault with | Mr. Chairman, | believe that this claim isa 
my speech on this subject, a couple of months | just one, though I confess that | have not exam- 
ago. I confess that I did say he had read from || ined the question with very great assiduity or 
one paper, when it turned out that he had read | care. It 1s one familiar to me, and about which 
from another. But my mistake was of no conse- | Ihave conversed with Mr. Clay, and other per- 
quence to the argument. Another of my faults was, | sons who had taken part in its advocacy, and 
that I did not read to the end of the paragraph, | who were earnestly in its favor; an@I learn that 
of which I read a p&rt. The closing lines of the | there are but two or three prominent points in the 
paragraph upset, as he holds, the interpretation | case, laying aside technicalities, all attempts to 
which I put upon the lines preceding them. Let | get rid of the claim by technicalities, to which 
us look into this. In those preceding lines Mr. || the gentleman from New York properly referred, 
Adams scouts the idea that the Meade debt is not | pleading the statute of limitations, and everything 
of that kind. 

I think that it is admitted on all hands that it 
was and is a just claim against the Spanish Gov- 
ernment. It is now a just claim against her, if 
not paid by us. Itisso in morality and propriety; 
but that does not release us from the moral re- 
sponsibility to pay it. To pay it is not only a 
duty which the Government owes to her citizens 
in the protection of their rights, but she ought to 
pay it from the fact of her having first given the 
Spanish Government to understand that she did 
assume its payment. Mr. Forsyth says distinctly 
that he did say so. He has no doubt that he did 
say so to these very men; and though at first he 
suy3 no commission from the Cortes ever called 
on him, he subsequently qualifies himself by say- 
ing that perhaps the Cortes did appoint a com- 
mission. Again, in the next place they assumed 
the responsibility by their own neglect, as stated 
in the report which the gentleman refers to as 
being a report against the claim. 
| Mr. Forsyth, from the Committee on Foreign 
|| Affairs, to whom was referred this case, made a 

report, from which I read the following extract: 





sumed and “ agreed to compound:”’ and in these | 


the idea that a certain “‘ order” is a claim on our | 

Government. - 
And yet the gentleman from Tennessee regards | 

the debt and the order as identical, the one with 


the claims against Government, he said in the 
next that itis_not! I offer a simple explanation 
to the gentleman’s mind. It is the same that I 
There was an unliquidated claim | 
The former | 
I held was binding upon our Government. The | 
This is the distinction | 
We did not agree, 
certainly not in the treaty of 1819, to pay whatever | 
sum Spain might admit she owed Meade, but the 
sum (ora pro rata allowance thereon) which she | 
actually owed Meade. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gropines] who 
replied to my former speech on this subject, said, 
that our Government was under no obligation to 
help Meade get from the Spanish Government | 
the proofs of his claim. But what right had that 


‘<The evidence laid before the committee shows that the 
commissioners deemed the claim of Richard W. Meade 
embraced by the treaty; that, at his instance, a demand 
was made on Spain for the evidences deemed by them 
necessary to a fair examination of it; that this demand was 
not made on Spain, owing to unforeseen occurrences, until 
a short time previous to the termination of the commission, 
although the application for them by Mcade had beén made 
fourteen months prior to that time.”’ 


gation of Spain to furnish the proofs? That ob- 


What, if, in the | 


Mr. Meade appealed to this Government for 
justice, and demanded the evidence upon which 
his claim was founded. Owing to unforeseen 
: : | occurrences, the Government neglected to demand 
have done so, before paying any of the claims. | this evidence. Is this Government now to seek 

The true state of the case is this: Our Gov- | to release itself from its obligations by an appeal 
ernment absolutely released the Spanish Gov- || to technicalities, and by pleading the statute of 
ernment from the Meade claim. It, simultane- || limitation? 
ously, bound the Spanish Government to give up I have understood, I will say in reply to the 
; When called on to do || interrogatory that has been made, that some 
so, it refused. And, now, our Government sits | twenty different reports have been made in favor 
still, and says, that Meade has lost his claim!) of this claim from time to time, showing that it is 
Monstrous injustice! And a deep shame to our owing to no laches that this claimant lost his rights. 

|| Only one report has been made, I believe, against it. 
He, like || Again and again has the claimant appealed to Con- 
gress for justice, but not through claim agents. I 
understand that no claim agent has applied in his 
behalf. Perhaps that is one reason of the failure. 
| [ think that from the general obligation resting 
| upon us for the protection of our citizens in their 
| rights of property against all losses and wrongs on 
the part of foreign Governments, this Govern- 
ment has become morally bound to pay the claim, 
n ' The question was then taken upon Mr Ewine's 
which the Spanish Government acknowledged to || amendment; and it was rejected. 
be due him. There is not the least reason to be- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
lieve, that the Cortes would have agreed to the || committee rise and report the bill to the House, 
second treaty, which, in addition to what the first || wich a recommendation that it do not pass; and 


treaty gave us, annulled three Spanish grants of | upon that motion. I demand tellers. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, Ewinc and 


land, had not that body supposed that our Gov- | 
| Henparicks were appointed. 


ernment would pay the Meade debt, as it had been 
liquidated. The history of the transactions makes | Tye question was taken; and the tellers reported 
|| ayes 73, noes 49. 


this well nigh certain. 
But, if there are any technicalities by which we | So the motion was agreed to, 


may escape the payment of this claim, I pray that The committeeaccordingly rose;and the Speaker 


we may not avail ourselves of them. e all | : : ow. 
: : having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
admit that Spain owed a ciebt to Meade. I say | caiehincdepetats en eee 


Whole House on the Private Calendar had had 
under consideration bill of the House No. 58, en- 


Government, and their production had been re- 
fused? Our Government would, surely, have 


Mr. Forsyth has been referred to. 


Commission, that Meade had “ a well-founded 
claim.” 

Not only was Meade entitled to a pro rata allow- 
ance from the five millions on his claim, provided 
he had been able to establish it, by means of the 
bounden help of our Government; but a strong 
argument can be made to show, that our Govern- 


that in the bargain she made with us, we assumed | 
ou Conmay Caan Neale aren of Spain ~ 7“. ‘| titled «* An act for settling the claims of the legal 
ting Florida for five millions of dollars. Can we, | "ePresentatives of Richard W. Meade, decensed , 
in such circumstances, consent to turn over the | ®¢ had instructed him to report it back to the 
Meade claim to Spain for payment? Can we, in| House with a recommendation that it do not pass. 
such circumstances, refuse to pay it ourselves? 1 , Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | move to lay the 
The question was taken on Mr. Smrrn’s amend- || bill on the table. 
ment; and it was di to. || Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the House 
Mr. EWING, I move a pro forma amend- |) resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole, 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. Yes, 


let us go back into | 
committee, and dispose of some more private bills. | 


Mr. JONES. No; let us have this bil) killed | 


first. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 1 insist on my motion. 
Mr. JONES. __I object to going into committee 
again to-day. Weare not going to transact any 
more businegs this evening. That ig certain. 
Mr. KERR. I move that the Huse do now 
adjourn. 


ADJOURNMENT TO WEDNESDAY. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would be glad 
that the gentleman from North Carolina would 
withdraw that motion, with a view to enable me 
to submit a motion to adjourn over till Wednes- 
day. 

(Cries of **Oh no; let us come here on Mon- 


til 
he SPEAKER. The motion indicated by the 
gentleman from Virginia is in order now. 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir; I believe that I have 
a right to submit the motion to adjourn over. 

The SPEAKER. The House has a right to 
fix the day to which it will adjourn before it votes 
“on the question of adjournment. 

Mr. SMITH. Then I move that when the 


House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Wednes- 


day next, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SMITH. There is surely no use in our 
eoming here on Monday, as we shall not have a 
quorum. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that when the 
House a on Monday next, it adjourn to 
meet on Wednesday next. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
not in order now. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
such an amendment to the proposition is in order 
ornot. The rules recognise no motion, except 
to fix the hour or day to which the House will 


arn 
Mr. MeMULLIN. By unanimous consent 
my motion can be entertained. 
r. CAMPBELL. I object. 
of the ne ee 
Mr. OLDS demanded tellers on the yeas and 


On that motion I 


I suppose that motion is 


I am in favor 


— 
ellers were not ordered. 
The yeas and nays were refused. 
Mr. ORR called for tellers on the motion. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Parker, and 
Jones of Louisiana, were appointed. 
The question was then taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 82, noes 48. 
So the motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I desire to ask the Chair 
whether the motion which has just been adopted 
is one that can be reconsidered? 

TheSPEAKER. A motion to reconsider would 
be in order in the opinion of the Chair. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I make the motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia if he voted with the majority ? 

Mr. BOCOCK. I did not, but the vote was not 
taken by yeas and nays, and, therefore, | suppose 
I have the right to make the motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise to a question of 
order. The gentleman acknowledging that he 
voted in the minority, has not, I contend, any 
right under the rules to move a reconsideration. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair decides that ona 
vote by yeas and nays, those voting with the ma- 
jority have alone the right to move a reconsidera- 
tion; but on a vote by tellers, or division, any 
member may move a reconsideration. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I[ rise to.a 
question of order, and it is this: Pending a mo- 
=? to adjourn a motion to reconsider is not in 


order. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair has never had his 
attention drawn to any similar case, but inasmuch 
as by the language of the rule, it is in order 


ding the motipn to adjourn, to fix a day to | Olds, Orr, Packer, Phelps, Pratt, Paryear, Reese, 


_ son, David Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, Sapp, Shaw, | 


which the House will adjourn; and, inasinuch as 
any votegiven by the House may be reconsid- | 
ered, the Chair is of the opinion that it is in order 
either by reconsideration or otherwise, pending a 

motion to adjourn, to change the ordinary time of | 
adjournment, or a timespecially fixed. ~ 


Mr. STEPHENS. My point is this: After a || adjourn, it was taken, 


motion to adjourn, it is too late to entertain a mo- 
tion to reconsider. 


| ment must be put. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
in order pending a motion to adjourn to fix a day 
to which the House will adjourn. 
under express rule. 

Mr. STEPHENS. So I gnderstand; but that 
does not allow the motion to reconsider. 

i The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it 
oes, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The motion to 
adjourn pending, it is a privileged motion to fix 
the day to which the House will adjourn. The 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the House 
fixed the day to which it would adjourn, connects 
itself with that motion. 

The SPEAKER. So the Chair has decided. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
to suggest in reply to the position of the Speaker, 
that the vote on the motion to adjourn over vir- 
tually fixes the day to which we shall adjourn; 
therefore—— 


The SPEAKER. The Chair must leave it to | 


the House to determine what its action shall be 
under the rule. It is the business of the Chair to 
define the rule only. 

Mr. OLDS. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
in the opinion of the Chair, during the pendency 
of a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
tion to adjourn in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 


Il move a eall 


But is not the mo- 


in order during the pendency of a motion to ad- | 
journ, for the House to fix a day to which it will 


adjourn. The House, bya vote, have determined 
to adjourn over until Wednesday next. The 


| motion is now made to reconsider that vote, and 


the motion to adjourn is not in order until the | 
House shall have settled the question as to the || 


day to which it shall adjourn. 
Mr. STEPHENS. The House have already 


settled that question. 


_ TheSPEAKER. The Chair decides that the | 
| House have the right to reconsider that vote. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 
tion to la 

The SPEAKER. The questiont 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
House determined to adjourn until Wednesday 
next. 

Mr. OLDS. 
yeas and nays. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I will withdraw the mo- 


I renew the motion to lay 


the motion to reconsider upon the table, if they | 


will have the yeas and nays. 


Mr. OLDS. Upon that question | demand the | 


yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 65; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Bennett,- Benson, | 


Benton, Bliss, Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Chamberlain, 
Chrisman, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Daw- 
son, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Eastman, Thomas D. Eliot, 
Everbart, Ewing, Farley, Fenton, Florence, Franklin, 
Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Hiester, 
Howe, Hughes, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Knox, La- 
tham, Lilly, McCulloch, McDougall, Mace, Mayall, Mid- 
dleswarth, Murray, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Bishop 
Perkins, Powell, Preston, Ready, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, 
Sabin, Sage, Seward, Shannon, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, 
William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walsh, 
Elihu B. 
and Westbrook—78. , 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ashe, David J. 
Bailey, Barksdale, Belcher, Bocock Breckinridge, Brid Ss, 
Chastain, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, John G. Davis, Eddy, Ed- 
mands, Ellison, English, Flagter, Fuller, Harrison, Hast- 
Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Houston, George W. Jones, 


| in 
IJ eae Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, 


i 


Letcher, Lindsley, McMullin, McNair, Matteson, Max- 
well, May, John G. Miller, Millson, Morgan, Nichols, Noble, 
chard- 


George W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John 


‘| J. Taylor, Trout, Vail, and Wailey—65. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 
The question then recurring on the motion to 


The question on the adjourn. | 


That is so |! 


1 was about | 


the motion to reconsider epen the table. | 
en recurson | 


Upon that motion I demand the | 


Washburne, Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, | 
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te 


and decided in the affirms. 


'| tive. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

, Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I ask tht consen; 

|| the House to make a personal explanation, 

There being no objection, 

Mr. A. proceeded. I will detain the House by, 
asingle moment. I notice that in the Globe of 
this morning I am recorded as having been absen, 
upon a call of the roll. Itis true that I was no 
present, but as I think the House will bear 
witness that I am constant in my attendance her 
upon almostall occasions. I beg leave to state that | 
received notice that a son of mine, who is at Aley. 
andria at school, was sick, and I went there fo, 
the purpose of seeing him. That was my reasoy 
| for being absent, and that is all the explanation | 

have to make. 

The House thereupon (at half past three o’clock 

p.m.) adjourned till Wednesday next at twely. 

o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wennespay, July 5, 1854. 

Prayer by Rev. Henry Sricer. 

Mr. BADGER. Senators, I have received , 
note from the President of the Senate, which the 
Secretary will read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Wasnineton, July 5, 1854, 

My pear Sir: You will oblige me by presiding over the 
Senate this day. 

Your friend, 
Hon. Georce E. Bapoer. 

Mr. BADGER. If there be no objection, | 
will take the chair in pursuance of the request of 
this letter. 

There was no objection. 

The Journal of Saturday was read And approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 
| Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, information of the condition of the 
marine hospital building at New Orleans, and the 
sum necessary to place it in a proper state of re- 
pair; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treféury, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, information respecting the present 
condition of the building of the United States 
branch Mint at New Orleans; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 


D. R. ATCHISON, 


. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of inhabitants of Wisconsin, praying the 
establishment of a post route from La Crossé to 
Portage, in said State; which was referred to the 
_ Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. CASS presented a petition of merchants of 
Detroit, Michigan, praying the reduction of the 
rates of ocean postage; which was referred to the 
_ Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
_He expressed a hope that the committee would 
report favorably in regard to the subject of the 
petition. ° ' 
Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of James 
F. Shores and others, citizens of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, praying the repeal of the fug'- 
tive slave law; which was referred to the Com: 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
Also, a petition of C. E. Stowe and others, 
legal voters of Andover, Massachusetts, praying 
_ the repeal of the fugitive slave law; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. RUSK presented the petition of the legal 
representatives of Seth M. Leavenworth, praying 
that a joint resolution, heretofore passed for his 
| relief, may be carried into effect; which was re 
| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads. s 
| PAPER WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED: 
| On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of merchants, ship-maeters, 
and others, residing in the Belfast collection district, pray 
| ing the erection of a custom-house building at Belfast, 
|| Maine, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re 
| ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
| REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SUM from the Committee on Pen- 





